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Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the people of 
this State are desirous of preserving inviolate, the Federal 
(anion, and that they will strenuously oppose all attempts, 

whatever source they may emanate, or under what- 
ever pretence they may be made, to effect its dissolution. 

Resolve?, (if the Assembly concur,) That the Governor 
be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions 
weach of the Senators and Representatives fiom this State 
in Congress. 

By order of the Senate, 
WILLIAM HENRY BOGART, Clerk. 
Strate or New York, 
In AssemBLy, February Mth, 1850. 

Resolved, That the Assembly do concur in the passage of 
the foregoing resolutions. : 

By order, JAS. R. ROSE, Clerk. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said he desired to 
debate the resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is, to lay the 
resolutions on the table, and that motion is not de- 
batable. ? ‘ 

Mr. EVANS said he believed the question of 
printing was debatable, and he proposed to debate 
that question. , 

The SPEAKER said the question to print was 
debatable. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved that the rules be 
suspended, in order that the motion to print might 
be considered now. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Evans.) Dees the 
gentleman insist on his objection ? 

Mr. EVANS said he did insist. ‘The resolu- 
tions had been read. The House knew what their 
contents were. There was no necessity to print 


them. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the sus- 
pension of the rules, 

Mr. GOTT asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired of the Speaker 
whether it was in order to ask that the resolutions 
be read ? 

The SPEAKER. They are resolutions of the 
Legislature of New York; and they have been al- 
ready read. 

The question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspended ?”’ 
was then taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 
107, nays 63, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Andrews, Ash- 
mun, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowlin, Brooks, 
Buel, Burrows, C. Butler, T.B. Butler, Calvin, Cartter, Casey, 
Chandler, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duet, Duncan, Dunham, Durkee, 
Pitch, Fowler, Freediey, Fuller, Gerry, Guidings, Goodenow, 
Gorman, Gott, Gould, Grinneli, Hammond, Hampton, Har- 
lan, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howe, Hunter, 
Julian, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, 
Joon A. King, Preston King, Leffler, lorace Mann, Job 
Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, McLanalian, R. M. McLane, 
Moore, Morris, Nelson, Nes, Olds, tis, Peaslee, Peck, Pot- 
ter, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schoolcraft, Silves- 
ter, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, ‘Taylor, 
James Thompson, William T\iompson, Thurman, ‘Tuck, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilson, Winthrop, Wood, 
and Young—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alston, Anderson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Boyd, Breck, A. G. Brown, Burt, J. P. Caldwell, Clingman, 
W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Deberry, Edmundson, Alexander 
Evans, Ewing, Gilmore, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, 
Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Holliday, 
Holmes, Howard, J. W. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, F. E. 
McL: an, MeMutien, McQueen, MeWillie, Morse, Morton, 
Orr, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Ross, Savage, Shepperd, Stan- 
ly, F. P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, A-exander H. Ste- 
Gon Thomas, Johan B. Thompson, ‘Toombs, Venable, 
aa Watkins, Wellborn, Williams, and Woodward— 


So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
tules were not suspended. 

And the motion to print lies over for debate. 

Mr. HALLOWAY, who was not in his seat 
at the moment when his name was called, asked 


the unanimous consent of the House to record his 
Vote, 


Objection was made. 

Mr. HALLOWAY expressed his regret that 
the privilege should not be awarded to him; and 
added, that had he been permitted to vote, he 
should have voted in the affirmative. 

THE MEMPHIS CONVENTION. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to withdraw the 
memorial of the Memphis Convention, which he 
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dent of the United States transmitting the consti- 
| tution of California, and of the bill heretofore 
| introduced by Mr. Dory, providing for her ad- 


| tled to the floor, resumed and concluded his re- 
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had heretofore presented. He desired to refer it || 
under the rule. : { 

Objection having been made, the motion was 
not received. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. McLANE renewed hia motion, which | 
baving been decided in the affirnfiitive, 

The House again resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. | 
Boyp@of Kentucky, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the special message of the Presi- 





Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, who was enti- || 


marks, as follows: 

I fear, Mr. Chairman, that I shall not be able 
to say what I intend, with much ease to myself or | 
pleasure to the House. If I can overcome a very 
stubborn hoarseness, under which I have labored || 
for several weeks, | shall proceed with my re- } 
marks; otherwise, I shall be under the necessity || 
of suspending them until to-morrow. I cannot || 
disguise the fact, that I feel some embarrassment 


j 
| 
mission into the Union. | 
| 
' 


| in undertaking to discuss the important ques- 


tions, which have engaged the attention of so 
many abler and more experienced gentlemen on 
this floor. I feel, however, that it is my duty to 


sponsibility which rests upon me, as one of the 
Representatives from the State of Kentucky—a re- 
sponsibility which I owe to a generous constitu- | 
ency, and which [ would not, if I could, avoid. 
The honorable gentleman from North Carolina, | 
{Mr. Crineman,] who so eloquently opened the 


| 

debate on the President’s measage, by the course } 
' 
1 


of his argument, intimated a doubt as to the posi- 
tion which the people of Kentucky occupied, upon 
the great question which now absorbs the attention 
of all minds. Events which have occurred else- 
where, and of which I am forbidden, by the rules 
of parliamentary courtesy, as 1 understand them, 
to speak, have contributed to confirm that doubt; 
and the position of Kentucky is, hence, regarded 
by many as somewhat uncertain and equivocal. | 
No man can be insensible of the fact, that from 
these and other causes, the foes of the Union— 


the fanatics of the North—look toward that great || 


State, with some degree of hope and encourage- 
ment; while the people of the South, on the con- 


trary, are led to regard her with undisguised dis- || 


trust. 

Believing, as I sincerely do, that all doubts as 
to the position of Kentucky, at the present crisis, 
are unjust to her patriotic people, I should be rec- 


reant to my duty, as one of her Representatives, if | 


I did not contribute my mite to their removal. 
Sir, it is not the nature of Kentuckians to remain | 
undecided at the moment of danger, no matter 
what shape it assumes, or from what quarter it | 
may come. 

ersonal history, from the day when the intrepid 

oone first crushed the wild-flower on the banks 
of the beautiful Ohio, to the present moment, 
which warrants the belief, that they are a people 
given to doubts and indecision. No, sir! such 
weakness is a trait which belongs not to the peo- 
ple of Kentucky. ; 

I care not how exalted or influential may be the | 
person—I care not how high his position, or how 
extensive his popularity—the man who seeks to | 
place Kentucky in any other position than that of | 
stern and unbending adherence to the principles of | 
the Constitution—of deep and abiding reverence 
for the Union as it was, and is, with every State 
upon an equality with all others, and every right 
secure—does injustice to the patriotic sentiments 
of her people, and will receive no sympathy from 
them. Though he may have been enshrined in | 
their hearts as an idol, if he seeks to destroy the 
one or the other, no matter by what means, they | 
will spurn him as they would their deadliest foe. 

Has it been forgotten, sir, that during the past 
summer, Kentucky through a crisis which 
happens but seldom im the hisiory of a State? Her 
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meet, at this crisis in our national history, a re- | 
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There is nothing in their political or | 
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ople had determined to modify and change her 
tate constitution, and the occasion was seized 


upon as affording a favorable opportunity for the 
agitation of the slave question. 


. The fanatics 
abroad exulted in the hope, that the people of 
Kentucky could be impressed with their own in- 


| sane and dangerous sentiments, and might be in- 


duced to abolish the institution of slavery. The 
people of the slave States, sensitively alive to all 
that could in any way affect their own interests, 
were not without apprehensions that the keystone 
in the southern arch would give way under the 


| pressure, and the whole superstructure of southern 


institutions be thereby endangered. The question 
of emancipation was made an issue, and discussed 
in every a in the State, with unusual energy 

i he good sense of the people, how- 
ever, prevailed, and the result—contrary, | con- 
fess, to the general expectation—was, that nota 
single man, who had avowed himself before the 


| people as an emancipationist, was elected to the 
| convention. 


That body met—a constitution was 
formed, and the institution of slavery, instead of 
being less secure, is placed upon a more firm and 
enduring basis. Under the old constitution, the 


|| master, by complying with certain provisions of 


the law, was allowed to emancipate his slave, and 
| the slave thus emancipated, was permitted to re- 
| main in the State and enjoy his freedom. Not so, 
| however, under the new constitution. By its pro- 
visions a master is not allowed to emancipate his 
| slave, under any circumstances, unless he first 
makes provision for his removal from the State. 
The danger of entailing upon the State that worst 
of all curses—a free negro population—is thus 
avoided; and if there is anything in this calculated 
to offend the tender sensibilities of northern phil- 
anthropists, they may console themselves with 
| the reflection, that it is the result of their own 

senseless and indiscreet meddling with our domes- 
| tic affairs. I believe the people of Kentucky have 
| been goaded into the adoption of this feature of 
the constitution, among the most popular of all 
| others, by the intemperate and unjust interference 
of Abolitionists of the North, with the institution 
of slavery in the State. I agree with the honor- 
able gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Stan- 
LY,] who addressed the House on yesterday—and 
it is about the only part of his speech, I regret to 
say, in which I doagree with him—that the efforts 
of these northern philanthropists, instead of relax- 
| ing, have contributed to rivet more firmly the 
chains of bondage upon the poor slave. Such, [ 
| know, has been the fact in my own State. 

In view of these circumstances, so expressive of 
the will and feelings of the people of Kentucky, 
can there remain a doubt as to their position upon 
the great question which now so a disturbs 
the tranquillity of the nation. ‘he people of Ken- 
tucky love this glorious Union as they love their 
own life’s blood; and there breathes not the man 
who can, with justice, accuse her of disloyalty. Sir, 
she has sealed her devotion to the honor and glory 
of this Republic, by the blood of too many of her 
gallant sons, upon too many gore-covered battle- 
fields, to be justly liable to even a suspicion of 
| disloyalty. But much as she loves the Union— 
much as she has saerified to perpetuate its renown, 
| and promote its glory—she cannot, and will not, 
| submit to the degradation and dishonor of having 
| her own rights, as a sovereign State, and the rights 
of her free citizens, trampled upon and outraged. 
| With the sentiments of my own immediate con- 
stituents, no man is more familiar than myself; and 
| [speak advisedly when I say, that they do not re- 
| eognize any right in Congress to interdict, by the 
| Wilmot proviso, or any kindred enactment, the 
| presence of slavery in the territories. Should this, 
or any other measure involving the same principle 
of interdiction, be fastened upon us by Congress, 
we shall regard it as being done in de ance of the 
plain principles of the Constitution, and in con- 
tempt of our rights as free citizens of one of the 
| sovereign States of the Union. 

What right, sir, has Congress to say to the 
| citizen of Kentucky, that, because he emigrates 
| from a particular side of the Ohio river, his rights 
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in the new territories shall not be as full and am- || their present unorganized and dependant condition? 


ple as those of the citizen who emigrates from the 
opposite side of that river. None, sir, whatever. 
And yet, adopt the proviso—make it the law by 
which the territories are to be governed—and you 
do establish this inequality in the rights of the 
citizens of the aval States of the Union. Let 
us look at ane provision of the Constitution—that 
which secures an equality of rights among the cit- 
izens of the several States, and protects them from 
any degrading discriminations: 

“ Ant. IV. Sec. 2. The citizens of each State shall be en- 
titled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several States.”’ 

What meaning does this language convey, if it 
is not a prohibition against the enactment of an 
law which unjustly discriminates between the citi- 
zens of the several States. 

The Wilmot proviso, in its operation, would be 


in direct conflict with this provision of the Con- | 


stitution, and is exactly one of the cases against 
which the prohibition was intended to apply. No 
one will pretend to deny, that the right of property 
in slaves is recognized and guarantied by the Con- 
stitution—not only in States where it is authorized 
by the local laws, but under certain circumstances, 
in States where the local laws forbid it. I would 
to God.I could say it was respected and protected 
as it was intended to be under that instrument. By 
the Constitution of the Union, the right of the mas- 
ter in Kentucky to his slave, is as perfect and en- 
during, as that of the citizen of Ohio to his horse 
or his cow. if my slave escapes without my con- 
sent to Ohio, he is as much my slave there, as the 
horse, if it escaped to Kentucky, would be the 
horse of the citizen of Ohio; and I have the same 
right under the Constitution of my country, to re- 
claim possession of my slave in Ohio, that the cit- 
izen of Ohio has to reclaim his horse in Kentucky. 

[Here, Mr. Sranron, at the request of Mr. 
Harris, of Tennessee, gave way for a motion 
that the committee rise, and resumed his remarks 
on yesterday.] 

Mr. Chairman, when I gave way on Thursday 
last, for the motion of my honorable friend from 
Tennessee, | had referred to that clause of the 
Constitution, which secures an equality of rights 
to the citizens of the several States of this Union; 
and was proceeding to show, that the Wilmot 


proviso was in direct conflict with this provision || 


of that instrument. I stated, sir that my right to 
my slave was recognized by the Constitution— 
not only to exist in 7 own State, where slavery 
was allowed by the local laws, but, for certain 
purposes, in Ohio, where it was not allowed. We 
cannot take our slaves to Ohio, and enjoy our right 
of property in them there, for the reason, that the 
local laws of the State forbid it; but the territories 


are the common property of the States of this | 


Union, and the citizen of Kentucky is as much 
entitled to —_ in their enjoyment, as the 
citizen of any other State. What law, or pre- 


tence of law, is there for the doctrine, which {| 
permits the citizen of Ohio to emigrate thither || 


with his property, and enjoy it when there, but 
denies that right to the ciuzen of Kentucky? The 
citizens of Kentucky are entitled to the same priv- 


ileges and immunities under the Constitution, | 


which are enjoyed by the citizens of any, or all 
the States; yet, we are told, when we take our 
property, which is recognized and guarantied by 
the Constitution, to the new territories, where 
there exists no law to forbid it, we shall not enjoy 


these privileges and immunities, to the same ex- | 


tent, and in the same manner, they are to be en- 
joyed by citizens of other States, 

The distinguished gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Mawnn,] in combatting the doctrine 
that we have a right to take slave property, which 
exists oniy,in a portion of the States, to the new 
territories, and hold it when there, referred to the 
ease of a polygamist introducing his wives into 
the territory, and asked with an air of triumph, 
if he would have a right to do so? I answer, un- 
hesitatingly, yes! and there exists no power in 
this Government to prevent it. | The moral senti- 
ment of the people would revolt at so sinful and 
unchristian a practice, but where is the law to for- 
bid it ? Suppose, for instance, polygamy prevailed 
in any one of the States of this Union, and was 
authorized by law, who could forbid the polyga- 
mist from emigrating with his family of wives to 
the new territories, and maintaining his relations 
with them, so long as the territories remained in 


It seems to me, the gentleman would look in vain 

to the Constitution for power to prevent it. Among 
|| some of the Indian tribes, within the States, polyg- 
amy exists, and is recognized by the courts, in 
|| adjudicating upon their rights, and the practice of 
polygamy, doubtless, now exists with some of the 
| tribes which inhabit the territory. 


} 


| 


|| have a right to carry with him the local law au- 
thorizing lotterigs. The privilege of drawing lot- 
| teries bears no analogy to the right of the master 
| to his slave. The one depends exclusively upon 
| the local law, and has no special recognition, or 
| guaranty, by the Federal Constitution; th@ other 
is a right which is recognized, and sanctioned b 

that instrument. 
lege to do a particular thing, at a particular place; 
the other is a right to hold a tangible, existing 





] but wherever, in this broad Union, that thing may 
|| chance to be. If lotteries had the same sanction 


|| and protection given them by the Federal Consti- || 


|| tution, which is given to slave property, then, un- 


In some States, says the honorable gentleman, | 
lotteries are authorized by law; and he desires to | 
_ know if the citizen from one of these States would | 


The one is a bare, naked privi- | 
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thing, as property—not only at a particular place, || 





|| doubtedly—while the territories remained without | 


|| local governments—the citizen living in a State | 
|| where lotteries were authorized by law, would |) 
|| have a right to carry them with him; and it would || 


|| be equally as great an infraction of that instrument 
|| to exclude lotteries, by an act of Congresa, as to 
exclude slavery. 

Our Government is one of equality among the 
| several States of the Union, as well as between 
|| the citizens of the several States. The Wilmot 
|| proviso, if you fasten it upon us, destroys that 
|| equality, and degrades the State from which I 
/come, and her citizens, by instituting an unjust 
|| and humiliating discrimination between them and 
|| the citizens of other States. 
|| judgment, to prohibit, and guard against, this dis- 
|| crimination, that the clause of the Constitution, to 
| which I have referred, was inserted in that instru- 
|| ment. Deny to us the same rights, in the enjoy- 
|| ment of the territories, which you concede to 
|| others, and you not only do us great wrong, but 
|| do violence to that plain provision of the Consti- 
|| tution. ; 

The honorable gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
| Lane the position in his speech, that 
'| the right of Congress to interdict slavery in the 
|| territories was settled by the ordinance of 1787; 
|| and that, by that ordinance, slavery was abolished 
/in territory where it had previously existed. 
| Sir, with due respect for the opinion of my hon- 
| orable friend, 1 am constrained ‘to say, that the 
| ordinance did neither. It neither settled the con- 
stitutional power of Congress to interfere with 
|| slavery, nor abolished it in the territory. The 
|| ordinance was adopted before the adoption of the 
| Constitution, and no principle was established b 
it in regard to slavery, which was not the rest 
|| of mere common consent. Upon the adoption of 
| the Federal Constitution, any citizen, of any one 
| of the slave States, who chose to subject himself 
| to the risk of removing his slaves to the territory, 
might have done so, and the courts of justice 
‘| would have settled the question as to his right to 
‘| hold them. Whether the question was ever so 
tested, I do not know; but this thing is certain, 
beyond controversy, that slavery did exist in the 
|| territory, and does, I believe, to some extent, exist 
| there now, notwithstanding the prohibition of the 
|| ordinance. The census tables, for 1840, show that 
|| there were, at that time, 341 slaves in Illinois, 11 in 
| Wisconsin, 3 in Ohio, and 3 in Indiana. As late 
/as 1818, the State of Illinois, in a her con- 
|| stitution, recognized the right to held slaves at a 








| the extinction of the remnant of slavery which 


| then existed. If slavery was abolished by the 
|| ordinance, and the ordinance was binding and 
obligatory, it seems strange, beyond measure, 
| that it should have been so flagrantly violated for 
|| a period of so many years. 

| _ Ifthe ordinance and its provisions were impera- 
| 





tive, they applied as well to the States when formed 
‘|| under the Constitution, as to the individuals who 
|| inhabited the territory. But, who pretends that 
|| the States formed outof the Northwestern territory, 
|, and admitted into the Union under the Constitu- 
| tion, could not, if they had chosen to do so, recog- 
| | nize or exclude slavery at their pleasure? Illinois, 


It was, in my humble | 





| 


| particular point in the territory, aud provided for || 


} 
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| eign States of this Union, to do so, notwithsta dine 
| the ordinance. 7s 
| The ordinance established no recedent by whi 
to give a construction to the Caeatetne ~ 
| subject of slavery, any more than the M 
compromise did. The latter has been 
in by common consent; and so soon a 
sent is withdrawn, the line established 
have no more efficacy than one drawn 
water or in the air. shall not pursue 
ject farther. The want of power in Congress ; 
interdict slavery in the territories, is so clear ‘. 
my mind, that it seems incredible any man should 
doubt. . 
There is no mistaking the design and purpose 
of those who are engaged in this crusade avainst 
the rights and interests of the people of the South 
|The tone and temper of a portion of the people of 
the North—the resolute and uncompromisins 
spirit of their Representatives on this floor—ihe 
| admissions which they make—all indicate, that the 
exclusion of slavery from the territories in some 
way is determined upon, let the consequences |e 
as they may. The gentleman from Ohio [M, 
Roor] declares, with an irreverent appeal to God. 
that he will not compromise this question—that he 
will never consent that slavery shall have a foo. 
hold in a single inch of the territory. This is nox 
call. It may be gathered from what has been gaid 
| upon this floor, that the exclusion of slavery from 
| the territories is only a part of the grand design, 
The free States are to be breught in such close 
proximity to the slave States, that the spirit of 
freedom, operating upon the slave, will reduce his 
number to so small a nucleus, that what is left of 
the institution will not be worth preserving—iy 
other words, the exclusion of slavery from the ter- 
| ritories is only the means whereby the slaves of 
the South may be seduced, run off, or stolen from 
their masters, and the institution of slavery in the 
States, which they cannot now reach, and dare 
not attempt to reach by legislation, be thus broken 
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| up. This is the real purpose—the ultimate end to 


be accomplished. 

Is it to be supposed, sir, that the Representatives 
| upon this floor, in whose keeping are the interests 
_of those people who are to be so seriously and 
vitally affected by the consummation of such an 
unholy design, can remain calm, and not feel the 
| blood warm in their veins, at such outrage, so 
openly avowed? And are we to be told, too, that 
because we resist such outrage upon our rights— 
because we warn the perpetrators of the conse- 
quences of their villainous designs—that we are 
disunionists, factionists, enemies of the Republic? 
Sir, for one, 1 hurl back the charge into the teeth 
of those who make it. We are not here for pur- 
| poses of wrong and outrage; we do not invade 
your rights; we make no war upon your institu- 
tions. You, who deny te us our rights—who 
threaten us with the power of the General Gov- 
ernment, if we do not submit to your demands— 
who talk of marching your armies upon us, and 
| stimulating our slaves to insurrection and servile 
| war—you are the factionists, the disunionists the 
enemies of the Republic. 

“You do the wrong, and first begin to brawl.” 
Whence came that word, disunion? The honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Many] says, 
it has been repeated so often upon this floor, that 
it has become familiar to his ear. Had he never 
heard it before, sir? Is it possible that he is too 

oung to have lived in that day, when a certain 
Hartford Convention demanded * dissolution or 
secession,’’ as the remedy for what that body con- 
sidered to be a great wrong; or, is it convenient 
| for him to forget, that disunion has been a familiar 
word with the people of his own neighborhood, 
for nearly forty years? Does he not know that 
| petitions are pouring into the legislatures of sev- 
| eral of the northern States, and that some of the 
_ same character, from the same quarter, have found 
their way to this House, asking a dissolution o! 
the Union, because the South will not yield to the 
behests of the fanatics here and elsewhere, and 
surrender up rights which are dear to all her ctt!- 
‘zens. Sir, the charge of a desire to dissolve this 
| Union comes with a bad grace from men living! 
such a quarter, and breathing such an atmosphere. 

Mr. MANN here interrupted Mr. Sranto, 
and said: The gentleman from Kentucky seem 
| to have forgotten, that there wasa special provision 
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the body of the ordinance itself, reserving to a 
tion of the inhabitants of the territory, the right 
io continue to hold the slaves they already pos- 
ssed. 
vir. STANTON asked the honorable gentleman 
read the clause of the ordinance to which he re- 
ferred. 
Mr. MANN read as follows: 
«Saving, however, to the French: and Canadian inhabit- 
ants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, St. Vincent, and 
the neighboring villages, who have heretofore professed 
uemselves citizens of Virginia, their laws and customs now 


in free among them, relative to the descent and conveyance - 


of property.” 

in reply to the question, whether he remembered 
acertain Convention held about forty years ago in 
the city of Hartford, he had to say, that although 
ino young to take any part in political affairs, 
until many years after, yet he remembered itasa 
fact, and hoped the promoters of the Nashville 
Convention would remember it as a warning. 

Mr. STANTON resuming. The clause quoted 
by the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
a: its language shows, refers to the laws and cus- 
toms, in regard to the descent and conveyance of 
property, and as I am informed, has been decided 
by the courts not to apply to the right to hold 
slaves. The honorable gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Fires] had stated in his remarks that sla- 
verv was abolished in the Northwestern territory 
py the ordinance, and I referred to the facts ex- 
hibited by the census tables, to show that slaves 
existed there now, notwithstanding the ordinance. 

Sir, | hate that word disunion, and wish it could 
be bletted from the vocabulary of our language. | 
would go as far, and make as many sacrifices, 
within the bounds of reason, to perpetuate this 
Union, as any man upen this floor. But what 
use are sacrifices and concessions, when the foe 
we have to deal with is inexorable, and cannot be 
appeased? ‘To save this Union, the sacrifices must 
be mutual—the North must concede, as well as the 
South. Gentlemen speak of the magnanimity of 
the North, in not preventing the admission of slave 
States into this Union, when they had the numeri- 
cal power in Congress to do so. Magnanimity, 
indeed! You take credit to yourselves for ab- 
staining from what you had no right todo. But 
is it true, that the Representatives from the North 
have always been as magnanimous as some of 


them claim-to be, in regard to the admission of || 


slave States? I think the history of the country 
will show that nearly, if not all, the opposition 
made to the admission of southern States into the 
Union, since the adoption of the Constitution, has 
been by northern votes. The course of the South 
has been truly magnanimous. Before the present 
Government was instituted—before the adoption 
of the present Constitution—the'South, as a peace- 
offering to the Union, surrendered the vast North- 
western territory. Since then, with like generos- 
ity, and to promote the peace and harmony of the 
Republic, she submitted to the Missouri compro- 
mise, and surrendered up territory to be free, which 
might otherwise have been settled by a slave pop- 
ulation. The North demanded Oregon, and the 
South quietly yielded to the demand. It has been 
a series of constant demands upon the part of the 
North, and a constant yielding on the part of the 
South; and still we are required tu yield more. If 
you would save the Union, and perpetuate the 
Government unter which we have lived so long 
and so prosperously, you must meet us in a spirit 
of conciliation, prepared to concede something to 
our demands. 

But, we are told by the honorable gentleman 
from New Jersey, [Mr. Van Dyxe,] that Texas 
came into the Union without any equivalent to the 
North, and this is regarded by himas the evidence 
of great magnanimity on the part of those who 
Submitted to it. What equivalent, pray, was the 
North entitled to ; Without Texas, how stands 
the balance of accounts between the North and the 
South? The North has obtained from the South, 
by the ordinance of 1787, the Missouri compro- 
mise, and the surrender of Oregon, 1,238,025 square 
miles of territory. The South, before the acces- 
sion of Texas, had retained, of the territory ac- 
as since the formation of the Goverement, only 

,903 square miles, leaving a balance against the 
North of 954,522. The acquisition of Texas, 
added to the slave territory of the Union 325,520 
square miles, making a total of only 609,203, or 
less than one-half of the amount which the North 
has secured to herself. Certainly, sir, this con- 





| mand it? 
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dition of the account does not show that the North 
was entitled to any equivalent upon the acquisition 
of Texas, unless the gentleman proceeds upon the 
assumption, that one square mile of slave territory | 
is worth four of free territory. If the North suc- 
ceeds in securing to itself, the whole of the terri- | 
tory acquired from Mexico, as it is now seeking 
to iy it will add to that already secured, 526,078 
square miles, making a grand total of 1,764,- 
103 square miles of territory, from which slavery 





will have been excluded, while only 609,023, or 


about one fourth of the whole, will remain to the 
South. May I not retort, by asking the gentle- 


man, what equivalent has the South got, or is | 


likely to get, for all this territory surrendered up, | 
and to be surrendered up, to the North? 

The honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] | 
asks, with characteristic modesty, why the South | 
shall not be excluded from the new territory, if a | 
majority of the Representatives on this floor de- 
Sir, the armed highwayman, who meets | 
you defenceless on the way-side, may, with the | 


same propriety and justice, demand your purse. || 


Lhe mujority on this floor have no more right, | 
. . | 
because of their numbers, to rob us of our rights | 


| in the territories, than the highwayman, because | 
of his superior strength, has to take your money. || 


It is not alone because it is ‘an exciting ques- | 
tion,” as the gentleman, in his simplicity, seems | 
to suppose, that we resist our exclusion from the | 
territories, but because you have no right in com- 
mon honesty, or by the Constitution of our com- 
mon country, to do it. The avowal of such a 
doctrine, that you have the right, because you have 
the numbers, is in keeping with the reckless pur- 
poses of the party of which the gentleman is the 
distinguished leader, and which was so graphically 
described, a few days ago, by the honorabie gentie- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wintnror. | 

To avoid the responsibility of deciding the Wil- 
mot proviso, and to relieve the President of the | 
United States from the awkward dilemma in 
which the incidents of the late campaign had in- | 
volved him, the people of California have been | 
stimulated to form for themselves a State consti- | 
tution, and are now asking admission into the 
Union. The will of Congress,in regard to the 





formation of a government for California, was ex- 
pressed, in its refusal at the last session to take | 


action on the subject. The President of the United 
States, whose respect for the will of that body was | 
unbounded before the last election, has encour- | 


| tory, and precipitated the existing state of things. | 


Without the shadow of authority, under any law 


| Or provision of the Constitution, the people of | 


California have taken the power into their own | 


hands, and instituted all the machinery of State | 


government. 


continued denial of popular rights by the party in | 
wer—the leader of the popular movement in | 


hode Island was condemned to a felon’s cell. [ 
need not say, sir, that these proceedings in Cal- 


ifornia, having not even the excuse of those in | 
Rhode Island, are revolutionary—dangerous, as a | 


precedent, and deserving the severest rebuke from 
this Government. If the people of Calfornia have 
aright to forma State government, without the 
authority of Congress, they havea right to ask 
admission into the Union, or not, as may suit 
their convenience or pleasure. There is no power 
to compel a State to come into the Union, and if 
California chooses, she may remain out indefi- 
nitely. What a spectacle would this state of 
things present—an independent State, exercising 
sovereignty upon our own territory, but bearing 
no allegiance to, or having any relation with, our 
Government. 

Mr. GERRY here interposed, and was under- 
stood to say, that the movement in Rhode Island 
was supported by the Democratic party. 

Mr. STANTON continuing, said, | care not by 
whom it was supported, the Whig party de- 
nounced the proceedings in Rhode Island’as rev- 
olutiopary, and if they were, those in California 
have been more so. 

Bat, waiving the right of California, unauthor- 
ized, to take these steps for the formation of a 
government, which | do not intend to discuss, 


there are other considerations, which would seem | 


ti 
| 


to justify the South, in not being willing to admit 
her into the Union. Her boundaries are said to 
be unreasonable, embracing the whole Pacific 


ti 


aged the revolutionary proceedings in that terri- |) "0 


For a somewhat like proceeding— | 
though having far more justification in the long | 


1] 





coast, from the lower extremity of our possessions, 
| to the Oregon line. A provision has been forced 
| into her constitution, excluding slavery, and forced 
| there, too, by the threats of the North, that she 
would not be admitted into the Union if she toler- 
ated it. The South has been deterred from all 
participation in the settlement of the territory, by 
the constant agitation of the slave question, and the 
determined resistance made by Representatives 
| from the North, to all legislation by Congress, 
—_s a territorial Government, yoless it was 
urdened with the restriction on the subject of 
slavery. Can the South so far forget its seli-re- 
spect, its dignity, and its rights, and, under these 
circumstances, give her unqualified admission into 
the American Union? 
| I verily believe, sir, but for the causes referred 
| to, California would now be a slave State. If the 
| people had been left to their own impulses, and 


|| no fears had been aroused, as to their admission 


into the Union, the slavery prohibition would 
never have had a place in her constitution. I can- 
not doubt, for a moment, that slave labor may be 
as profitably employed in California as in any 
portion of the Republic. In this opinion, It hink I 
am well fortified by the late message of the Gov- 
ernor of the new State. I read a short paragraph 
from that document: 


* The operation of a rexnsonable and sound system of tava- 
tion upon the agriguitural resources of the country, Would be 
most decidedly beneficial in a very short period. Most of 
the fine agrieuttural fands of California are now in the hands 
ofatew persons, who suffer ihem to remain wild and un- 
cultivated. A few months ago, whew the population was 
small, and the wants of the community but few and simple, 
the natural pasturage of the country, with a limited cultiva- 

| tiun of the soil, was ample for ali the purposes of life ; but 
under the changed circums-tances, When our country teems 
with people whe must be fed, and when the population is 
so rapidly augmenting, it is unreasonable, if not impossible, 
that the country should remain ina state of nature. No 
country can safely depend upon an uncertain foreign supply 
ot the first necessaries of life. Such asupply would be sub- 
ject to all the vicisitudes of war or peace, would never be 
regular, and prices qyould be always fluctuating—either ex- 
travagantly high, or’so low as to discaurage importation, 
| The provisions themselves are generally stde and unwhole- 
some, and no doubt one half the disease suffered in the 
country has arisen from this prolifie source. When those 
who own immense tracts of rich, fertile, and beautiful lands 
now in a state of nature, producing no rents or profits, shall 


|| have to pay taxes upon them in propo tion to their value, 


|| they will find it their interest to sell out portions to those 
who will cultivate thei; thus encouraging the agricultural 
industry of the country, and at the same time greatly increas- 
ing the value of the portions not sold. In the last fifteen 
tnonths the number of cattle in the country has been rapidly 
decreasing, while our population has increased in the same 
Fresh meats are indispensable to our health, and 
| cannot be imported ; and if this state of things should cun- 
tinue only a tew years longer, the increased expenses of 
living will be so great, that mining and other kinds of buasi- 
ness must cease to be profitable. The constitution mikes 
it the duty of the legislature to encourge agriculture—that 
first and noblest of all industrial pursuits ; bot | am not 
aware of any other means at present within your power 


| , 
than those | have suggested.’ 


|| Here is a grave recommendation from the Gov- 
ernor to impose heavy taxation upon the lands, in 
order to force them ito hands that will cultivate 
|| them. Noteven the necessity of having to con- 
|| sume ** stale and unwholesome bread’’ and putrid 
meat, can stimulate the freemenof California to 
abandon the rich harvest of the mines for the richer 
| harvest of the soil. Can any man doubt that 
|| slave labor, which could be coerced into the pro- 
|| duction of the necessaries of life, might not be in- 
|| troduced and used profitably? It seems to me, 
|| that no better proof of the adaptation of slave labor 
|| to the wants and neceasities existing in California, 
could be produced, than this singular recommend- 
|| ation of the Governor. 
|| But, sir, I have already said, that 1 am willing 
|| to make any reasonable concession and sacrifice, 
, to secure a settlenient of the dangerous question 
|| which now shakes this Confederacy to its very 
|| centre. Notwithstanding the wrong done to the 
|, South in excluding her from California—notwith- 
|| standing the unprecedented and revolutionary 
|| character of her proceedings, by which the exist- 
|| ing state of things has been superinduced—I will 
|| waive all these, and vote to admit her into the 
'| Union, with suitable boundaries, if northern men 
|| will meet me in a like spiritof concession. Lei 
them give us governments for the remaining por- 
tions of the territory, exempt from the Wilmot 
|| proviso, or other restriction on the subject of slave- 
|| ry, and some assurance that when States, formed 
of such territory, shall ask admission into the 
|| Unior, they will be received with whatever pro- 


visions they may adopt on the subject of slavery 
| and I, for one, will be satisfied. : 








500 


we 





I cannot, sir, in justice to myself, and the peo- | 
ple whom I have the honor to represent, take my | 
feat without bestowing some notice upon a portion 
of the extraordinary speech of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Stevens,}] and | 
regret that he is not now in his seat to hear what I 
intend to say. His fame is not unknown to the 
people of the West. His boldness and intrepidity | 
on a certain memorable occasion have given him a 
world-wide notoriety. It needed not his late tirade 
against a most worthy and meritorious class of | 
our citizens—the free white laborers of the slave | 
States—to give him reputation. The ** Buck-shot | 
war”’—an occurrence which never takes place in a | 
slave State—has made his name memorable all 
over this nation. The honorable gentleman, in 
depicting what he supposed to be one of the evils 
of slavery, thought proper to make an unjust and | 
unwarrantable attack upon the free white lab orers 
of the slave States. ‘That I may not misrepresent 
the gentleman, I quote the slanderous attack from 
his printed speech: 
“There, there ia no sound connecting-link between the 
aristocrat and the siave. True, there is a closs of buman 
beings between them: but they ore the most worthless and 
miserable of mankind. ‘The poor white laborer is the scorn 
of the slave himself; for slavery always degrades labor. 
The white people who work with their hands, are ranked 
with the other labor re—the slaves. They are excluded 
from the society of the rich. Their associates, if any, are 
with the colored population. They feel that they are de- 
graded and despised; and their minds and conduct generally 
conform to their condition.” . 
Sir, if any man on this floor has a right to speak 
for the free white laborers of the slave States, it is | 
me. It is the pride of my life, that I sprang from 
this class of citizens, thus wantonly denounced. 
‘Twelve years of my life were spent in actual man- 
ual labor among them, and I have never lived 
elsewhere than ina slave State. So far as the 
language of the honorable gentleman applies to 
that portion of the free white laborers whom | 
represent, I pronounce the charges base, unmiti- 
gated slanders, utterly without foundation in | 
truth. I do not hesitate to say, sir, that a more 
moral, intelligent, high-minded and patriotic class 
of men than the free laborers of Kentucky, can- 
not be found in any State of this Union. So far 
from being held in scorn by any portion of the 
population, they are respected by all, and many 
find their way to the pulpit, the bar, the legislature, 
‘and the halls of Congress. I venture the asser- 
tion, that in all the qualities which contribute to 
the dignity and peetvotion of human nature, they 
surpass infinitely the same class of men in any of 
the free States, and occupy a far higher position 
in the scale of social life. I donot know that the 
honorable gentleman, who thus assajls the free 
citizens of slave States with vituperation and slan- 
der, ever trod his foot upon the soil of one of these 
States; but this | do know, that with his present 
sentiments, and his disposition to vilify and slan- 
der persons of whom he knows nothing, if he came 
among us there is not a respectable negro who 
would deem him a fit associate. The presence of 
slavery does not necessarily degrade any portion 
of the white population; and the honorable gentle- 
men, when he becomes more familiar with the 
moral and social condition of the people of the slave 
States, will find the very reverse to be the true | 
condition of things. But while the honorable | 
gentleman is expending his sympathies upon the 

,00r slaves, and poor white laborers of the slave | 
States, let me direct his attention to the condition | 
of the population in some of the free States. He 
will find here a wider and more legitimate field for 
the exercise of his benevolent sympathies, and one 
which will repay his philanthropy, if sincere, with | 
a richer harvest of fruits. Fortunately { have at | 
hand an editorial article from the New York Mir- | 
ror, which describes a condition of society which | 
has never yet been witnessed in any of the slave | 
States, and I pray Heaven never may. If the | 
‘gentleman will turn his attention to the ameliora- | 
tion of the condition of the population in his own 
neighborhood, and relieve the sufferings which are 
so graphically pictured in this article, he may then, 
with some propriety, interpose his benevolent ser- 
vices in behalf of sufferers elsewhere. I read from | 
the article referred to, which has been kindly sent | 
me by the editor: 

* Much zeal has been exhibited within the past few years 
in behalf of southern slaves. Their condition has been | 
commented upon by persons who have obtained their in- 
formation through public gras Papen columns are filled 


with harrowing descriptions, of the cruelty of slaveholders. 
Aay one who will traverse the southera States, and wit- | 
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ness, with unprejudiced minds, the condition of tbe blacks, 
must come to the conclusion that they are as happy as the 


|| whites. There are instances, no doubt, as there are among 


the rich, and especially the poor,in the northern States, 
where misery exists ; butthe masses are joyous, happy, and 
contented. ‘They are almost invariably well fed and clothed, 
and in sickness and old age, they are treated with kindness 
and humanity. The conduct of the master to his slave is 
controlled by legislative enactment, and public opinion. 

“ Now, contrast their fate with the negroes of the North. 
In the State of New York, in the exercise of the right of 
suffrage, there is no equality between the two races—the 
one being required to possess a property qualification, while 
the other is not. The black, amid storm and tempests, is 
not allowed to enter the omnibus for shelter. He must 
walk, or sit upon the outside, while the white man is com- 
fortably seated within. It makes no difference to which sez 
they belong, the rule ia inflexible. On railroads, they oc- 
cupy the second-class ear, and upon steamboats they are 
seated atthe ‘second table.’ But itis proclaimed that they 
are free. They enjoy a description of freedom, which is as 
bad, if not worse, than bondage is described. They cannot 
but be aware, that they are a proscribed people, destined, for 
all time, to perform menial offices,and to yield the path to 
the white man. 

And what is the condition of the white paupers who 
barely exist, under the nose of our cotemporary? Look at 
the objects of pity who sweep the crossings of the streets, 
unprotected from the driving storm, except by a few rags. 
How often do our philanthropic citizens reward the labor 
which enables them to pass over without soiling their opera 
boots? Instead of being commended for their efforts to 
earn afew pennies, they are denounced by a functionary of 
the city, as hardened in crime and debased by vice. The 
condition of the most unhappy slave cannot he worse, even 
in the eyes of moralists. Look at the beggars who throng 
our streets, who, for the purpose of exciting pity, expose the 
tender forms of infants to the blasts of winter, or bandage 
them so tightly as to produce the appearance of approaching 
dissolution. Low often do our wealthy and philanthropic 
millionaires, who sweep haughtily past, arrest their steps 
for the purpose of relieving the sufferers from the horrors of 
starvation? Again, visit the haunts of poverty and vice, 
which can be found within the most wealthy city in the 
Union, and witness the hollow cheeks, and the forms at- 
tenuated by hunger and disease, and then prate, if even 
your hypocritical consciences will permit you, upon the con- 
duct of your southern brethren, and with reckless deterimi- 
nation advocate a dissolution of this glorious Union, provi- 
ded your partisan animosities cannot be gratified. Away 
with a/l such reformers. 

* Bat we are told that families are separated at the South, 
and the members - old to diflerent purchasers. The anguish 
which may result from such a course, cannot be more de- 
plorable than the fruits of poverty, which are made the sub- 
jects of reports by the Chief of Police. What induces 
the child to sell its virtne, or What morality could prompt 
the purchaser to buy it?) Why will the m ther barter the 
future peave of her daughter for gold?) Why will ahe sub- 
mit the form of her iefant to absolute torture?) The answer 
is, to obtain bread. How, then, is it possible for the fate of 
the most unfortunate slave to be more terrible than that of 
hundreds of poverty-stricken, depraved, and wretched per- 
sous in our very midst? We are, toa certain degree, re- 
sponsible for the prevalence of suffering and crime which 
stalks abroad, and it should be remedied before we suffer 
our consciences to afflict us on account of the dereliction of 
others. Charity begins at home, and should be attended to 
first, or our motives will be called in question.” 


Mr. S. having concluded, the floor was given 
to— 
Mr. FOWLER, who addressed the committee 
during the hour, in remarks which will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 

Mr. GORMAN then obtained the floor, but 
yielded to a motion that the committee rise. 

On this motion no quorum voted. 

After some conversation, the roil was called, (as 
required by the rule,) and a quorum appeared to be 

resent. 

The CHAIRMAN then rose, and the names of 
the absentees were reported to the House. 

Some conversation followed. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked if it 
would be in order to move that the House ad- 
journ? 

The SPEAKER. In order that the motive of 
the Speaker, in declining to recognize any gentle- 
man in this particular state of things, may not 
be misunderstood, the Chair will state, that when, 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, the roll has been called, and a report has 
been made to the House, and when, upon that re- 
port, itis found that a quorum is present, the chair- 
man of the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union must resume his seat without a mo- 
tion. The Speaker, therefore, cannot entertain 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
STANTON, } 

The Cuairnmayn then resumed his seat in com- 
mittee. 

The question recurred, and was taken on the 
motion that the committee rise, and by ayes 66, 
noes 54, was decided in the affirmative. 

- So the committee rose and reported. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn, 

but was withdrawn at the request of 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, who said that 
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the gentleman from New York, nea 
Brooks,] desired to present a resol 


he (Mr. 8.) thought should be 
mous consent. 


r him, (Mr, 
ution, which 
passed by unanj. 


THE TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. BROOKS offered the following resolyti 
which was read for information: see 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jud 
structed to inquire into the propriety or expe 
nating the waueauecion of intaigenc by teleeeph hag. 
bring in a bill accordingly. : ee expedient, to 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
resolution. 

Mr. BROOKS moved a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to introduce it, 


Pending which motion, the House adjourned, 


iciary be jp. 
dieney of reg. 


NOTICE OF BILLS. 
By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: A bill to repeal a part of 
the act approved September both, 179 en. 
titled “An act to provide for the safe-keeping of the acta 
records, and seal of the United States, and for other pur. 


By Mr. WATKINS: A bill for the'relief of certain 7 


eh- 
nessee volunteers. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following memorials, petitions, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees : : 


By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of 
John Catlin and others, praying a reduction of postage, 

Also, the memorial of Rev. Jason Atwater and ot 
praying a reduction of postage. 

Also, the memorial of W. B. Rice and others, praying q 
reduction of postage. r 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: A petition from Jobn Skinner 
and 68 other citizens of Columbiana, Obio, for a mail-rute 
from Canton, Ohio, to Darlington, Pennsybvania. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The joint resolutions of the New 
York Legislature, relating to the slave trade in the Distriet 
of Columbia ; to the prohibition of slavery in the territories; 
against the extension of Texas over any partot Mexico; {or 


hers, 


| the admission of California as a State into the Union, and 
| for the preservation of the Union. 


Also, @ resolution for establishing a mint in the city of 


| New York. 


Also, a resolution for appropriations for the construction 


| of harbors, and the improvement of the navigation of 


rivers. 

Also, a resolution desiring an inquiry in relation to the 
act of Congress commonly Known as the act extending 
Woodworth’s planing machine, 

Also, the petition of S. M. Gates and 36 other legal voters 
of Warsaw, New York, against the admissoin of any Siatel 


| Unless its constitution shall expressly prohibit slavery. 


Also, the petition of J. H. Darling and 58 other legal 
voters of Warsaw, New York, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Darling and 58 others, of War- 
saw, New York, praying the prohibition of slavery and the 
slave trade in all the territories belonging to the Union. 

Also, the petition of R. Gould and 35 others, of Warsaw, 
New York, tor the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Darling and 56 others, of War- 
suw, New York, for the repeal of ail laws of Congress, 
which sanction slavery or the slave trade, in the Disuictof 
Columbia. 

Also, the petition of A. Frank, jr. and 33 others, of War- 
saw, New York, for the repeal of all laws by which slavery 
or the slave ade is authorized in the District of Columbia, 
or for the removal of the Capitol to a free State. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Darling and 58 others, of War- 
saw, New York, praying that persons claimed as fugitive 
slaves may have secured to them the trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of A. Frank and 36 others, of Warsaw, 
New York, for the like object. 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The memorial, signed by the 
membets of the Senate of Pennsylva: ia, praying Congress 
to place the scamen Serving in the war with Mexico, upon 
an equality with a portion of their erews, marines and |abor- 
ers, to Whom Congress has given rewasds for their services, 
and to pass such laws as may be just and equitable iu the 
premises. 

By Mr. FEATHERSTON: The petition of Col. Wilcox, 
and others, volunteer officers in the | te war with Mexico, 
asking Congress to pass a law, granting bounty land to the 
officers as well as soldiers in the late Mexican wat. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa: The petition of George 
Shedd, and 25 others, citizens of Denmark, Lowa, praying 
for an appropriation for the removal of obstructions at the 
Des Moines and Rock river Rapids, in the Mississippi River. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
citizens of Elk county, Pennsylvania, for a mail-route from 
Caledonia, via Benegit, to Second Fork, in said county. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition of Charles H. Johnson 
and 200 others, praying Congress to establish a post road 
from Fort Fairfield to Fort Kent, on the St. John’s river, 
the northern part of the county of Aroostook, State of 
Maine. 

By Mr. GOULD: The petition of O. 8. Penfield and ® 
others, for two-cent postage on prepaid letters of half a1 
ounce, and free papers for thirty miles from the office 
publication 

Also, concurrent resolutions of the Legislature of the Stale 
of New York instructing inquiry in relation to tne act 
extend the patent granted to William Woodworth, com- 
monly kuown as Woodworth’s planing machine. — 

By Mr. ALBERTSON: The petition of William Pen- 
nington one 46 other ciienee of meee eneey,. ee 

i ongress to pass a law granting boun' 
Salven and soldiers of thie Indian wars, ond of the late war 
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rs and sol tiers who have died. 

also, the petition of William Hawthorn and 114 other citi- 
gens 0’ Pike, Gihson, and Davis counties, Indiana, praying 

2 passage of a law granting a tri-weekly coach mail from 
Washin ton, in Davis county, to Petersburg, in Pike 
county, and from tence to Princeton, in Gibson county. 

Also, the petition of John V. Dodge and 101 other citizens 
of Vandeburg county, Indiana, praying the passage of a 
jaw to ffectually suppress the African slave-trade ; and that 
the independence of Liberia be recognized by Congress; 
and that commercial and postal arrangements be entered 
into with the Government of said Republic. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Daniel Clark and 
g others, citizens of Mercer, in the county of Somerset, and 
spite of Maine, for the establishment of a mail-route from 
Belgrade, in the county of Kennebec, through Rome,Mercer, 
and Starks to West’s Mills, in Industry, in the county of 

ranklin. 

“a the petition of Asa Chapman and 61 others, citizens 
of Starks, im the county of Somerset, and State of Maine, 
for the same. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Lambard and 23 others, citi- 
zens of Belgrade, in the county of Kennebec, and State of 
Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Charles H. Whittier and 13 others, 
citizens of Rome, in the county of Kennebec, and State of 
Maine, for the same. 

Also, the petition of Semont Spooner and 45 others, citi- 
zens of New Portland, in the State of Maine, for cheap 


ystage. 

Ry Mr. HOWE: The petition of A. P. Wangh and 24 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to establish an Agricultural Bureau in one of the 
departments of the Government at Washington. 

By Mr. FITCH: A petition from sundry citizens of La 
Porte, Indiana, asking a reduction of postage to two cents 
per half ounce on prepaid matter. 

Also, a petition on the same subject, from the faculty and 
students of Indiana Medical College, La Porte. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of S. H. Williams 
and 20 other citizens, members of the First Congregational 
Church Society, Bangor, Franklin county, State of New 
York, asking for cheap postage. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of S. Higgins and 55 
others, citizens of Clinton, in the State of Connecticut, pray- 
ing for the reduction of postage to two cents, on prepaid 
jettiers of half an ounce, 

By Mr. SPRAGUE: The petition of 8S. A. Eaton and 
others, citizens of Hudson, Michigan. 

Also, the perition of D. A. Hund and others, citizens of 
New Buffalo, Michigan. 


Also, the petition of J. Howard and others, citizens of 


Constantine, Michigan. 

Also, the petition of 74 citizens of Detroit, Michigan, 
praying for cheap postage. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of William Sill, C. 
Miller, and others, citizens of Summit county, Ohio, pray- 
ing the abolition of the barbarous practice of flogging in the 
navy. 

By Mr. WILDRICK: The petition of William Clifton 
and 105 others, citizens of Hunterdon county, in the State 
of New Jersey, asking Congress to pass a law to establish 
auniform rate of postage, not to exceed one cent on news- 
papers, and two cents on each prepaid letter of half an 
ounce, for all distances, 

By Mr. CARTTER: The petition of Smith Orr, Joseph 
Wilforde and 300 others, citizens of Wayne county, remon- 
strating against the Clay compromise. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Dana Baily and 25 
a citizens of North Townsend, Vermont, for cheaper 

stage, 

By Mr. BISSELL: The petition of Washington Leverett 
and others, the faculty and students of Shurtleff College, 
Ilinois, praying for the reduction, &c., of the rates of 
postage, 

Also, a petition from the Directors of the Minois Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company, praying for the same object. 

_ Also, a petition from Nathaniel Niles and others, officers 
oe Mexican war, praying for additional! remuneration for 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of John H. 
Horne, of Mississippi, praying relief from certain demands 
of the Government, growing out of the purchase, by said 
Horne, of Indian reservations. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of C. Groudy and 160 others, 
for a mail-route from Edwardsville, in Madison county, Iili- 
hois, to Decatur, in Macon county, in said State. 

By Mr. KING, of New Jersey: The petition of inhabit- 
ants of Newark, New Jersey, for cheap postage—two cents 
per half ounce, prepaid. 
oe the petition of First Baptist Church, at Hoboken, 
a for cheap postage—two cents per half ounce, 

By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of electors of Niagara 
New York, that slavery and the slave-trade may be prohib- 
a ‘n all the territory of the United States. For jury trial 
\ fugitive slaves ; for prohibiting the admission of any more 

ave States; and for the abolition of slavery and the slave- 
Wade, in the District of Columbia. . ap 

mer the petition of Martha Hallack, for bounty lands. 

yMr. LASERE: The pet tion of Mistress Widow Man- 


eet New Orleans, claiming a balance due her late 


By Mr. TAYLOR: The remonstrance of Joseph Rid 
fa » and 38 others, citizens of Columbus Ohio a inna thd 
wther extension, by act of Congress, 


the * Woodworth 
aa. 80 called, for a planing, tonguing, and grooving 
July 8th,’ J Ee December 27th, 1828, and reissued, 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, March 11, 1850. 
we: PEARCE presented the memorial of T. P. 


lair, a purser in the navy, asking to beallowed 
® credit in the settlement of his accounts for pay- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. c 


with Great Britain ; and to the widows and childreg of such 
| 





| United States sub-agent; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Indian Affairs. 


| tribes of New York Indians, asking that a new 
| home may be assigned them in the north, and that || payment of a debt due him by the late Republic of 


, Committee on Indian Affairs. 


| which was referred to the Committee on the Post- 


| the Constitution of the United States, and Wash- 
| ington’s Farewell Address, may be provided for 
each school district in the United States; which 
| was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 





| of those provided by treaty for their permanent 


/memorial of Simeon Greenleaf, asking an exten- 
| sion of his copyright; which was referred to the lin, and a petition of citizens and female inhabit- 





| ana; which was referred to the Committee on | 
| Private Land Claims. 


| pay-department of the army, asking an increase 
| of compensation; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs. 


Stephens, asking the confirmation of his claim to | Grande. 
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ment to certain warrant-officers holding appoint- referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 





ments in the navy; which was referred to the Com- || Post Roads. 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. CLAY presented a petition of O. Hor- 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of the | ward Wilson, and others, asking the reduction of 


heirs of Mary Jimeson, a Seneca Indian, asking | the rates of postage; which was referred to the 
| the payment, with interest, of a sum of money || Committee on the Post Ofice and Post Roads. 


deposited for the purpose of investment, with a Also, a memorial of James Higgins, William 


Adams, and others, asking that California may be 
admitted into the Union as a State; which was or- 
| dered to lie on the table. 

| Also, the memorial of Leslie Combs, asking the 


Also, the petition of emigrant Seneca, and other 


they may be indemnified for their expenses and || Texas, for which the public faith and revenues of 
sacrifices in endeavoring to effect a settlement in || that Republic were pledged; which, together with 
the territory provided for them in the southwest, || his papers on the files, was referred to the Com- 
by the treaty of 1838; which was referred to the || mittee on the Judiciary. 

| Also,a document of B. F. Rogers, and other 


| citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, proposing a 


Also, a petition of citizens of Chenango coun- | 


|, ty, in the State of New York, asking that news- || plan for the adjustment of the controversy between 
_papers may be exempt from postage within a || the northern and southern portions of the Union, 


limited distance from the place of publication; | growing out of ihe institution of slavery; which 
‘| was ordered to lie on the table. 
Office and Post-Roads. || Also,a memorial of George C. Goss, asking 
Also, a memorial of citizens of Coopersville, | that a burying-ground may be purchased in the 
in the State of New York, asking that copies of || vicinity of the city of Mexico, which was used 
} for the interment of American citizens during the 
occupation of that city by the United States army; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
|| Affairs. 
Mr. JONES presented a petition of the Christian || Mr. HALE presented nineteen petitions of 
party of the Menomone Indians, asking to be al- || citizens of Massachusetts, asking that the spirit- 
lowed additional compensation for the lands ceded || ration in the navy may be abolished. 
by them to the United States, and that the lands || Also, nineteen petitions of citizens of the 
east of Green Bay may be assigned them in lieu || same State, asking that corporal punishment may 
| be abolished in the navy of the United States; 
homes; which was referred to the Committee on || which petitions were severally referred to the Com- 
Indian Affairs. || mittee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the | Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens 
| of Harrison county, a petition of citizens of Ober- 





Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, a petition of the professor and students 
of the Theological Seminary at Andover, in the 
State of Massachusetts, asking the adoption of 
measures for the amicable adjustment of all inter- | 
national difficulties by arbitration; which was re- | jnto any and all territories now free may be pro- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. hibited; that slavery and the slave-trade in the 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Jacob || District of Columbia, and the slave-trade between 
Hickman, asking the confirmation of title to the States, may be abolished, and that the pro- 
certain lands lying in the Bastrop grant, in Louisi- || visions of the act of 1793, respecting the reclama- 
tion of fugitive slaves, may be repealed; which 


: || were ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. BORLAND presented a memorial of officers || Also, two petitions from citizens of Jefferson 


| ants of Loraine county, in the State of Ohio, re- 
menstrating against the adoption of the resolutions 
submitted by Mr. Craft, for the adjustment of the 
controversy growing out of the institution of 
slavery, and praying that the introduction of slaves 


| of volunteers who served in the war against Mex- || county, and one petition from citizens of Licking 
_ ico, asking an additional allowance of bounty lands; || county, in the State of Ohio, for a reduction of the 


which was referred to the Committee on Military | rates of postage; which were referred to the Com- 
Affairs. || mittee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 


Also, a memorial of clerks employed in the | THE LOWER RIO GRANDE. 


Mr. CLAY. Ihave received, and been request- 
| ed to present, a petition signed by a number of 
Mr. CLEMENS presented a petition of Willis |, citizens of the valley of the lower part of the Rio 
They are complaining of their connec- 
an Indian reservation; which was referred to the | tion with Texas. They conceive that Texas has 
Committee on Private Land Claims. ‘| no legitimate title to that portion of the country 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Wil- || which lies near the mouth of the Rio Grande, and 


_liam Ferguson, a pensioner of the United States, || they ask Congress to take them under its protec- 


asking to be allowed aback pension; which was | tion, and establish a territorial government there. 
_ referred to the Committee on Pensions. | I believe there have been some other similar peti- 
Also, of the heirs of Jonathan Patch, a rev- || tions presented, and I would ask that this should 
olutionary soldier, asking to be allowed a pension, || take the same direction which they received. It 
to which their father was entitled; which was re- | is a printed petition, and has, I have no doubt, 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. | been extensively circulated among the inhabit- 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a petition of | ants of the lower Rio Grande. I move to dispense 
citizens of that State, asking a grant of public | with the reading of the petition, and that it have 
| land, to aid in the construction of a railroad from || the appropriate reference. it. 
, Davenport to Council Bluffs; which was ordered || Mr. RUSK. A similar petition was presented 
to lie on the table. | the other day. I have no objection to the motion 
| - Also, a memorial of the city council of Bur--|| made by the honorable Senator from Kentucky, 
lington, Towa, and a petition of citizens of the || but I desire to say now what is the fact in regard 
same place, asking that certain accretions of land, || to all these petitions, and what has been the action 
, caused by the current of the Mississippi river, | of the citizens of the lower Rio Grande. A con- 
| may be granted to that city; which was referred || siderable portion of the inhabitants of that section 
| to the Committee on Public Lands. | of the country are Mexicans, and a large number 
| Mr. ATCHISON presented two petitions, of || of them Mexicans who were engaged adversely to 
| citizens of the counties of St. Frangois, Madison, | Texas in the war, and have come to this side of 
| and Wayne, in the State of Missouri, asking the || the Rio Grande since the termination of the war. 
| establishment of a mail route, from the Iron || There are a few discontented individuals there. 
| Mountain to Greenville, in that State; which were | What their object may be, or whether they act 





referred to the Committee on the Post Office and || under political influences from other quarters, I do 
| Post Roads. | not know; but they have rather taken charge of 

Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citi- || these Mexicans. € petition sent here the other 
zens of Westmoreland couaty, Penosylvania, ask- || day, was signed almost exclusively by Mexicans. 
ing a reduction of the rates of postage; which was.|| These individuals, during the session of the legis 
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lature of Texas, which has now adjourned, mis- 
represented the action of the legislature with re- 
gard to the tides of property and the assignment 
of lands, and by that means misled some other 
individuals. But shortly after this movement was 
made upon the Rio Grande, to dispute the title of 
‘Texas—and by individuals who had taken no part 
in the cause of Texas, and who had never gone 


there until recently, until the whole matter was | 


settled—as soon as this movement was heard of, 
the people of the Rio Grande—the citizens of Tex- 
as, the bone and sinew of the country—met there 
in a very large mass meeting, and repudiated the 
action of those individuals. 1 impute no blame 
to the presentation of these petitions, but I think 
it is due to the question, with regard to the title of 
Texas, to make this explanation. 

Mr. CLAY. I know very little upon the sub- 
ject. Indeed, until I received the letter accompa- 
nying the petition from a person with whom I am 
not at all acquainted, [ had no information what- 
ever that there was any dissatisfaction prevailing 
in that portion of our country. This letter is 
signed, as | suppose, by an American. The pe- 
tition itself is in both the English and Spanish lan- 
guages, and is signed indiscriminately, I should 
judge trom the signatures, by Americans and 
8p iniards. However, sir, without expressing any 
opinion at all about the object of the petition, or 
the motives of the signers, I beg leave.to present 
it and to ask that it be referred to the same com- 
mittee to which the other was referred, if it was 
referred at all. 

The petition was then received and referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 

Mr. RUSK moved the printing of the petition, 
together with the signatures to it, which question, 
under the rules, went to the Committee on Print- 
Ing. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, 


Ordered, That the resolution of the Legislature of Iowa, 
on tie files of the Senate, in favor of a grant of land for the 
construction of a tevee on Muscatine Island, in that State, 
be referred to the Commitiee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


Ordered, That the petition of G. W. and P. E. Norton, on 
the files of the Benate, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred House bill for 
the relief of Jesse Sutton, reported back the same 
without amendment, 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill granting to 
the State of Missouri the right of way and a do- 
nation of the public lands for making a railroad 
from the town of Hannibal to the town of St. 
Joseph, in said State, reported back the same 
without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred House bill 
for the reliefof Richard H. Barrett, reported back 
the same without amendment, and recommended 
its passage. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic. Lands, to which was referred the bill to provide 
seals of office for Surveyors-general of the Public 
Lands, reported back the same without amend- 
ment, . 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of Dr. Hartwell Carver, 
asking the confirmation of his ttle to a tract of 
land around the Falls of St. Anthony, on the Mis- 
sissippi river, purchased by his grandfather before 
the revolutionary war, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and 
that it lie on the table. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. MANGUM submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
imform the Senate whether any report On meteorology has 
been made to the department over which he presides, by 
Professor Espy; and if so, to transmit the report to the 
Senate. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consént, and 
agreed to: 

Reselved, That the Committee on the Post-Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a mail-route from De Witt, in Clinton county, Michi- 


} 


} 
| 





| 





gan, through the towns of Riley and Westphalia, to Maple, 
in Tonia county. 
Mr. BELL submitted the following, which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire inte the expediency of making an appropriation 


for removing the obstructions to navigation in the Tennessee 
river. 


Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following res- 
olution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to Da- 
vid Linn, a soldier in the late war with Great Britain. 


Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the removal 
of the public green- house from its present site, to some more 
suitable location on the public grounds. 


Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That one thousand extra copies ofthe report of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, transmitted 
to the Senate with the annual message of the President, be 
p.inted for the use of said Land-Office. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Printing. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr..FELCH gave notice, that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend an act, for the. 
discontinuance of the office of Surveyor-general 
in the several districts, so soon as the surveys 
thereon can be completed; for abolishing land- 
offices, under certain circumstances, and for other 
purposes, approved 12th June, 1840. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, asked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of the Senate, to introduce a 
bill to grant to the city of Burlington, in lowa, 
the land heretofore reserved between that city and 
the Mississippi river; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 


THE CENSUS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved that the 
census bill be made the special order of the day 
for Wednesday next at one o’clock. That motion 
he believed steered clear of all other pending busi- 
ness, and to wait longer for an opportunity to dis- 
pose of this bill, at the close of the debate now 
going on in the Senate, would be about as wise as 
it was for the countryman to sit down on the 
bank until the river should run dry. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS again rose, at a subsequent period 
of the day, and said it had been suggested to 
him by several Senators, that to make that bill 
the special order of the day for Wednesday next 
at one o’clock, would not answer the object he had 
in view. His object was to supersede all other 
special orders, and to have that bill absolutely 
taken up unless the Senate at that time should oth- 
erwise determine. If it would not supersede all 
other special orders, he would now move that it be 
made the special order for Wednesday next, at 
half-past 12 o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT suggested that it 
would be necessary to r€consider the vote pre- 
viously taken, by which that bill was made the 
special order for Wednesday next, at one o’clock. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to reconsider that vote. 

Mr. DOUGLAS expressed the hope, that the 
Senator from Massachusetts would not press his 
motion, and that he would name Thursday instead 
of eet He was desirous of addressing 
the Senate on Wednesday, and he trusted he might 
be permitted to do so. 

Mr. MANGUM said, the preoccupying of 
days for a fortnight in advance was extremely 
objectionable. At least one or two days of the 
present week should be devoted to business, which 
was accumulating upon the table. 

Mr. DAVIS withdrew his motion to reconsider, 
and here the conversation dropped. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


Mr. BORLAND reminded the Senate, that some 
wee'is ago he offered a resolution, which now lies 
upon the table, and upon which he desired to have 
early action. He had forborne to press it hitherto, 
because there were so many things that claimed 
the attention of the Senate; but he now gave no- 
tice, that he intended to call it up. He said there 
were several days already preoccupied; but at 

















present, he saw nothing to prevent its conside 
tion on Friday, and therefore, on that me 
would ask the Senate to take it up and conside, it 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, namely, the President’s mesgn 
transmitting the constitution of the State of Cane 
fornia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced that, op 
this subject, the gentleman from Illinois was enti. 
tled to the floor. 

Mr. DOUGLAS rose, and again explained the 
circumstances under which the Senator from New 
York yielded to him last week, and the causes 
which had operated to prevent the accomplish. 
ment of his desire to address the Senate. He now 
thought it was due to the Senator from New Yori 
who was prepared to proceed, that he should syr. 
render to him the floor, and he would take jis 
chance to obtain it again for Wednesday next, 

Mr. SEWARD then proceeded to address the 
Senate, and in the expression of his views, he ov. 
cupied upward of three hours. [A report of his 
speech, and of some remarks by Mr. Foorr, in 
explanation, will be found in the Appendix.} 

Mr. DOUGLAS obtained the floor. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Will the honorable member 
from Illinois -yield me the floor for a single ino. 
ment? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Every citizen of the com. 
munity, Mr. President, may not have in his pos. 
session a copy of the law. IL wish, therefore, to 
read that section that has been commented on 
here, of the jeint resolution for the admission of 
Texas, and, having done that, | shall add no re- 
marks of my own, for as I owe my _ privilege of 
addressing you now, to the kindness of the honor- 
able member from Illinois, I will detain the Senate 
from listening to him but a single moment. 

I merely wish this provision, that is contained 
in the joint resolution for admitting Texas, to be 
clearly stated, and to be accurately reported, if the 
reporters shall be able to hear me read it: 

«And such States as may be formed out of that portion of 
said territory, lying south of thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minutes of north latitude, commonly known as tlie Missouri 
compromise line, shall be admitted into the Union with or 
without slavery, as the people of each State asking admis- 
sion may desire”—~— . 

No consent of Congress, in that respect, being 
necessary. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator from Illinois 
allow me a single moment? 1 propose to take an 
opportunity hereafter, to express my views in re- 
gard to this subject; and I regret to say, that | 
shall be compelled to differ, in some particulars, 
from the distinguished Senator from Massachu- 
setts. And | now wish, with great respect, to 
propose to him a question. I understood him to 
place the obligation of this Government to receive 
four new States into the Union, to be formed from 
the territory of Texas, on the ground, that it was 
a compact that had been formed with Texas, The 
question that I wish to propose, with great deler- 
ence and respect, is this, and I should be glad if 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts would 
give an answer to it,asalawyer. Does he believe 
that it was competent, for the two Houses of Con- 
gress, by joint resolution, to enter into a compact 
with a foreign nation? Would such a compact 
be binding? Would it not be unconstitutional and 
void—a usurpation of the treaty-making power, 
which is vested by the Constitution in the Presi- 
dent and two-thirds of this body ? 

Mr. WEBSTER. My answer is, not at all. 
The Constitution has given to Congress the power 
to admit new States without limitation. This 
power extends to foreign States, as it was intended 
then to apply to Canada; and there is nothing 10 
that law in any degree repugnant to any part of 
the Constitution of the United States. _ 

Mr. HAL+t. I am answered fully, sir. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to address the Sen- 
ate at an early day, and, as I believe that the floor 
is assigned for to-morrow, 1 move that this sub- 
ject be postponed until Wednesday next, and 
made the special order for one o’clock on thatday. 

Mr. HALE. What is the subject? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is the Message 
of the President in relation to California. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I desire simply to correct * 
misstatement, of fact that was e by the hono- 
rable Senator from New York, in relation to & 
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tion which forms a great portion of his argu- } which, he said, previous notice had been given. 
ment, and it is the proposition that property in || The title of the bill was read as follows: 
man has never been recognised in but two in- | A bill to repeal a part of the 6th section of the act a 
giances to which he has adverted: first by thetreaty || proved September 15th, 179, entitled ‘An act to provide fur 
; which he speaks as having occurred at the com- || the safe-keeping of the acts, records, and seal of the United 
o : | States, and tor other purposes.’ ”? 
encement of the tenth century; and next, by the || Objecti d 
cause of the Constitution, to which he has re- ee eet " 
ferred. | Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called for 

| 





Now, sir, we are unquestionably under no ob- || the regular order of business. 


i 
} 
} 
2 . 
jization to respect the stipulations of a treatv so i} PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 
gicient as that to which he has referred; and he || ‘The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
|| ness of the morning hour to be the motion, hereto- 
his_ || fore made by Mr. McLane, of Maryland, to re- 
t absolve himself from the obligation imposed by \| consider the vote by which the House had rejected 
the clause in the Constituton,— ; | the following resolution: 

But what | desire to state, In order that it may | Resolved, That thirty thousand copies of the mechanical 
eo out with the remarks of the honorable Senator, || portion, and that seventy thousand copies of the agricultural 
is, that the proposition which he denies, and which |) Portion, of the Patent Office Report be printed. 
he says has been only supported in the two in- | Mr. VENABLE, who held the floor when the 
stances which he gave, has been recognized by the || subject was last under consideration, said: 
judiciary of this Union, and has been solemnly | Mr. Speaker: I regard the subject now before 
and repeatedly recognized by the treaty-making || the House, as one of great importance. Although 
power of the Union. The Senator from New || taken by itself, it may seem of minor consequetice, 
York does, or he does not, know, that the proposi- || yet it involves a principle which must ultimately 

| produce serious results. It assumes it to be the 
d 


| 
yon that slaves are held as property, has been } 
solemnly decided by the judiciary of the Union. || duty of Congress to enlighten and instruct the 
| country upon subjects not immediately before us 
| 


has manifested to-day, under circumstances very 
well calenlated to excite surprise, his disposition 


| 
| 





[He does or does not 

Mr. SEWARD. The Senator will excuse me; || for legislation—to give direction to the public 
he is laboring under a misapprehension of my re- || mind,and to form public opinion, in relation to mat- 
marks. [| said | had found but two treaties in || ters which are not before us, as Representatives of 
which a property in slaves was recognized. Idid || the people—and to make us the propagandists of 
not deny that it had been recognized by the Su- | the doctrines which the Commissioner of Patents, 
preme Court in its adjudications. | for the time being, may hold. We are becoming 

Mr. BERRIEN. The honorable Senator will || @ book-making concern of the most expensive sort, 
notescape from the misrepresentation of fact by || engaged in issuing books, the merits of which we 
confining himself to treaties. He does, or does || have no opportunity to estimate, and taxing the 
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not, know, that the treaty between Great Britain’ || 
and the United States expressly recognizes slaves | 
as property. He does, or does not, know, that the || 
treaty of Ghent, in 1814, did so recognize them, 
and that the convention entered into in 1818 ac- 
ceded to the proposition. 1] 

Mr.SEWARD. I must beg leave to correct || 
the Senator. 1 did not say there were no treaties || 
that recognized the right of property in slaves. I || 
said there was no treaty providing for the extra- | 
dition of slaves. 

Mr. BERRIEN. With the Senator’s second || 
modification of his proposition, let us see in what 
position he stands. The treaty of 1814 recognized |) 
the obligation on the part of Great Britain to de- 
liver up, or account in full for, all slaves that they 
had deported, and the convention of 1818 enforced || 
the stipalations of that treaty; and, whether the || 
slaves were specifically returned, or whether paid || 
for, the obligation of extradition was as expressly | 
recognized in the one case as in the other. It is | 
in the recollection of every member in this Senate, | 
that the obligation of Great Britain, under the con- || 
vention of 1818, to restore the slaves or account for | 
them in full, was referred to the Emperor of Rus- 
sia; and the obligation was enforced, and the 
United States did receive the value of the slaves | 
that@ad been so deported. They are in terms 
recognized by that treaty—which 1s the supreme 
law of the land—as slaves, as the property of those 
persons who held them as slaves, and for the de- | 
portation of which, Great Britain, under the stip- || 
ulations of the treaty of Ghent, was compelled to 
render pecuniary compensation. 

The question was then taken on the motion to | 
postpone the subject until Wednesday, and it was || 
agreed to. i] 

! 
| 
| 


| 


Mr. FOOTE. 1 simply rise for the purpose of 
announcing to the Senate, that, as I have been || 
very patient in regard to my proposition for a || 
committee, and permitted the matter to be so often || 
deferred, 1 shall, to-morrow, at the earliest mo- | 
ment at which I can get the floor, urge warmly | 
that the committee be raised, for the purpose of | 
taking those questions that are now betore us into | 
Consideration—not for the purpose of preventing || 
further discussion upon those questions, but to as- 1 
certain whether some plan may not be devised for | 
their final adjustment. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Tusspay, March 12, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the unani- | 
mous consent of the House to introduce a bill, of 





|| nary book, to about one in forty of our constitu- 


| see why gentlemen should desire to have this 


| ciliated, by the favorable notice of the member who 
_ sends them. 


| neglected. 


| is enormous, and the benefit, if any, entirely inad- 


that we are circulating, at the public expense, 
| books not composed of the history of the business 


| which our constituents are entitled, as to our trans- 


people to an amount far beyond any ordinary cal- 
culation, in order to enable members of Congress 
to send a very expensive, as well as a very ordi- 


ents. The postage on these books, which the 
Government pays, is, as we all know, the most ex- 
pensive mode of transportation; and, although not 
felt by the individual receiving it, is in fact paid 
by those whu never get it, out of the revenues 
derived from general taxation. Indeed, 1 do not 





patronage. It affords a very good opportunity to 
give offence to the multitude who do not receive 
the books, while a very small number can be con- 


The peopie can see no reason why 
particular individuals should be selected for | 
such a distribution, while the larger portion are | 

| 


3ut, sir, the evil is a growing one. This busi- 


_ ness of publishing a large edition of the report of | 


the Commissioner of Patents, has sprung up within 
a very few years; and now, if the expense of | 


printing and binding shall be added to the expense || 
| of postage, the amount expended annually, and | 
| now proposed to be expended, cannot fall far short 


of eighty or ninety thousand dollars. The sum | 


equate to the cost. I ask gentlemen to consider, 


of this House—not containing the information to 


actions here—but made up of such matters and 
things, true or false, which the Commissioner of 
Patents may choose to select from newspapers, 
agricultural periodicals, tariff tracts, or statistics, 
re 
polit A more convenient mode of 
propagating opinions on the tariff, cannot be con- 
ceived. The incumbent, owing his place to the 
Executive, may advocate a revenue tariff, be a 
free-trader, and yet nffy not have the capacity to. 
illustrate the subject and place it fairly before the 
country, which many gentlemen in this hall pos- 
sess, whose speeches and whose statistics would 
be infinitely more valuable than his lucubrations. 
So of the diffusion of opinions in favor of a pro- 
tective system. The Commissioner may do the 


red for special purposes, to sustain certain | 
| political schemes. 
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greatest injustice to hia subject, for want of infor- 
mation and talents, and the book mislead all its 
readers. For the acts of this House, all of us can 
be made responsible by our votes, for they may 
be recorded; but for the opinions, statistics, and 
doctrines propagated in this book, we become en- 
dorsers, because we vote for the publication, and 


lay a tax upon the le for its distribution, how- 
ever surliit ae uaantiieelees : 





The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] re- 
ferred to the value of the information contained 
in the reports, and the duty of Congress to return 
some of the revenue paid out by the people west 
of the mountains, in the shape of mechanical and 
agricultural knowledge. I have yet to learn that 
this is any part of ourduty. Information is of 
great value, it is true; but this Government was 
never intended to be the great schoolmaster of the 
people. It was never intended that political or 
moral, mechanical or agricultural opinions, deriving 
color and character from the accidental, and to us, 
irresponsible, ineumbent of the office of Commis- 
sioner of Patents, should emanate from this place, 
under the seal and sanction of Congress, to do 
the work of political emissaries, or to build up par- 
ticular systems. A good book is a very good 
thing, of great value; a well-digested and truth- 
ful record of events, is of inestimable worth; but a 
weak, senseless] y-compiled, or incacurate book, isa 
very great nuisance—and itis impossible for us to 
say whether the report we publish is good or bad, 
truthful or incorrect. 

None of us have time or opportunity to examine 
it,and yet because itcan be sent without expense to 
the individual who receives it, we vote this patron- 
age to ourselves, without reference to the value or 
importance of the statements which are contained 
in the report. To the gentleman from Ohio, I 
would say, that | am, as fully as he can be, de- 
sirous of diffusing information to the people—light 
like that which emanates from the sun, and 
shines upon all. Let him come up with me and 
take off, or reduce, newspaper postage and letter 
postage—apply this many thousand dollars a 
year spent in printing, and transporting Patent 
Office reports to afew double F F’s in the districts, 
while all of the single F’s are disregarded and 
passed by without notice. Let him come up and 


| take off all newspaper postage from papers within 


forty miles of the place of publication, and thas 
enable our county and provincial newspapers to 
sustain themselves against the competition of the 
city press. It will enable thousands now to receive 
an agricultural paper, and read it—perhaps the 
very paper from which much of this report is 
clipped—who would never see this book, and have 
no time to read so large a volume, if they did. 
They would atleast choose their own papers, and 
their own means of information, and not have us 
select for them, who have no opportunity of judg- 
ing of the value of either. 

But, sir, all this is wrong, for another and a 
graver reason; and the commencement of the evil 
is the time to correct it. Nothing is more true, 
than that the people should depend upon them- 
selves, and not upon the Government, for their 
education and their individual prosperity. Noth- 
ing more completely divests of a sense of personal 
independence, than the habit of looking to the 
Government, either for position or for support—for 
light or for instruction. When men have their eyes 
in that direction, they make Government an idol, 
and- Heaven always punishes idolatry by the sub- 
jugation of the intellect, and the extinction of our 
feelings of independence. The Government, by 
authority, propagates opinions, and gives such 
information as the Cabinet may think expedient; 


|| and the people are to take it as an act of gracious 


liberality, by instructing them in their ignorance. 
The country press, upon which the people are de- 
pendant for all conservative opinions, are unable 
to sustain themselves against this government 
competition, for the papers are broken down by 
such formidable opposition. Agricultural peri- 
odicals are prostrated by our action here; for 
an amount of demand for them consuming near- 
ly all the clear profit, is destroyed by this appa- 
rantly gratuitous, but actually most expensive, 
publication. Let us apply the money now sought 
to be expended in this publication, to the relief of 
newspapers from postage to at least that amount. 
The country press, without some such aid, must 
be prostrated before the cheapness of labor and 
the conveniences of machinery in the cities; and 
we shall be drawn to the city press, with all its 
objectionable accompaniments, and the Patent- 
Office report—speaking the opinions of a party in 
power, on commerce, agriculture, and manufac- 
tures—for light and information. And this, too, 
when the country press could do the work cheaper 
and better, if not broken down by the competition 
of this Government, and the burden of postage 
paid by subscribers. 
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Sir, this is an entering-wedge to an agricultural 
department, and perhaps various other depart-— 


ments, of the same family of the Department of 
the Interior, to increase patronage, and spread 


money around this Government, that its paralyz- | 


ing influence may be more ruinously extended. 1 


come a book-concern to the injury of private enter- 
rise. I care not whether the book is good or 
ad, the objection is insurmountable. Doubtless 
those who receive the books, are pleased with them, 
and they may contain much information; but 
there are thousands of books of greater value, 
of which much more faverable representations 
could be made, and which have higher claims to 
public confidence, because they have been read 
and approved, and give out none of the peculiar 
opinions of any party. I have always been op- 
sed to the system of printing and circulating 
oks by Congress, without reference to the opin- 
ions of the Commissioner of Patents or the party in 
ower. I trust, sir, that this resolution will not 

e reconsidered. 

Mr. JOHN A. KING, rose and said, that he 
was in favor of reconsidering the vote rejecting 
the resolution from the Committee on Printing. 
He thought the reasons advanced by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, and from the gentleman from 
New York, conclusive in favor of enlarging the 
number of copies proposed by that resolution to 
be printed. This practice of publishing the Patent 
Office report, has not originated in this House, but 


has arisen out of the loud demand made for it by | 
They want something of a more || 


the people. 
practical character than our political speeches; 
something which, in its nature, is calculated to 
produce benefit to the country, and he was dis- 
pesed to go for the printing of this report, to the 
number of 100,000 copies. 

This was a question looking to the farming in- 
ierest, of the country, and that of all who are en- 


THE CONGRESSIONA 





L GLOBE. 


==————————————————————— ———=— 





March 12, 





ee 


of volumes be required to give one to each of said | vote for the printing of the largest number Of the 


libraries, and thereby bring the information con- || report 
tained in this report within reach of every citizen || 


in that State? 


ret |, thousand district-schools in the State of New York, || 
cannot consent that this Government shall be- | 





gaged inthe cultivation of land. This great inter- | 


est, which lies at the foundation of every other || ing the largest number of copies of this report. 


interest, has risen up and grown to the highest de- 
gree of importance, and has now come before Con- 

ress, and presented its claims for legislative action. 

t is not the time, therefore, to cut down appro- 
priations looking to this object. While the whole 
farming class in his region, and in every other 
region of our country, was moving toward the 
collection of information on the subject of culti- 


hands, and say we will diminish the number of 
these volumes, and arrest the light which is now 
spreading from these reports over the country. 
The farming interest has, heretofore, not received 
that consideration to which it is entitled at our 
hands, The interests of manufactures—the in- 


terests of commerce—have all been attended to, | 
but the far more important interests of the farmer— | 
the basis on which every other interest rests—has || 


not been heard here. 

He could state from his own knowledge, that of 
such vital importance was the agricultural interest 
considered by the Legislature of the State of New 
York, that a large appropriation had been made 


for the promotion of that interest, provided an | 


equal sum shall be contributed by private liberalit 
through the State. The sum of six thousand dol- 
lars had been appropriated, to be awarded in the 


shape of premiums, for the best specimens of stock, || 
A bill was in | 


agricultural products, utensils, &c. 
progress before the New Ytrk Legislature, provi- 
ding for the arene and establishment of an ag- 
ricultural se 

appropriation for that object. We have all a deep 
interest inthis subject. The agricultural interest 
calls for a representation on this floor. It is of no 
sectional character. In the free States, and in the 
southern States, it has an equal and irresistible 
claim on our encouragement, involving, as it does, 
the farmer of the one region, and the planter of 
the other. If we are dis to encourage this 
interest, we ought to give all possible light. Every 
Patent Office report we circulate, swells the flood 
of light, and the more we circulate these reports, 
the more we evince our regard for this interest. 

On these grounds, he would cheefull give his 
vote for a reconsideration of the vote rejecting the 
resolution. 

Mr. GOTT (Mr. Kina yielding the floor) de- 
sired to put a question to his colleague. Is there 
a school-district library in each school-district in 
the State of New York, and will a large number 


| 
| 
| 


and the apportionment of a single copy to these 


a demand which the number recommended by the 
resolution would be entirely inadequate to sup- 
ply. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, (Mr. Kine yield- 
ing the floor,) expressed a hope, that the gentle- 
man from New York would understand that it was 


make provision for the proper distribution of these 
volumes among these district-libraries. He had 
no desire to press any motion, embracing a limita- 
tion of the number, but merely looking to the dis- 


| tribution. He hoped, therefore, that in any further 


remarks of the gentleman from New York, he 


the recommitment of the resolution, so that it may 


be amended to insure a supply of the report to | 
|| every town-library in the country. 
Mr. KING, resuming, said, he certainly would || 


have no objection to the recommitment of the res- 

olution, if the object of such recommitment was 

to increase the number proposed to be printed. 
Mr. McLANE expressed his willingness to that. 
Mr. KING, resuming, stated, that with that 


| view, he would be willing that the resolution 


| the publication, but because it was not a 
schools, would require twelve thousand volumes— | 


; : : : i 
one of the objects of his motion to reconsider, to || 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(Mr. MeL.) would have the benefit of his aid in |, 


j 


| 
| 


} 
' 


should be recommitted; and he put it to every | 








Mr. WOODWARD said, he had always bes 


| opposed to multiplying copies of the Pat . 
Mr. KING replied, that there were now twelve | eee 


Report—not because it did not contain so 


. ; me valy. 
able information, nor because ef the ex _ 


pense of 


the trne sense of the word. The docament oe 


principally composed of reffections and observa. 


_ tions, more or less perfect, upon agriculture, veo] 


| 


ogy, botany, zodlogy, and various other 
with which many gentlemen in this House Were 
as well acquainted as Mr. Ewbank. They dig 
not want from him, to publish by order of this 
House, a treatise on abstract acience or Philosoph 
In reference to the statements of the report being 
sought for by the people, he said, that any book— 
Ivanhoe, or any other of Scott’s novels —would be 
in as great demand, and called for from all parts 
of the country, if published by Congress, ang 
sent forth gratis. It was not a book of exact so. 
ence, laying down principles. If such books 
were to be published -by Congress, they might 
with better judgment, publish Liebig’s Agricuity. 


things, 


rat Chemistry, and standard works of that char. 


member whether, for the purpose of making the || 
| diffusion of useful light more general, it was not || 


desirable that a large number of the report should 
be printed and distributed ? 
Mr. SAWTELLE rose to express his entire 


concurrence in the remarks which were made by 


|| his honorable friend from Ohio, [Mr. Cartter,] | 
| when this subject was under discussion at a former | 


day. He was prepared to give his vote for print- 


He had not examined the report, but he under- 


| stood, that it contained a vast amount of statisti- 
| cal information, relating to the improvement and 


promotion of agricultural science. He was sure, 
that there was no document published by the order 
of Congress, which was sought for with more 


|| avidity, by a very large portion of the community, 


| 


| 
| 


' 
| 





| 
} 


ool, and this bill embraced a large | 


} 
| 
} 





|| our national wealth and greatness? 


ne | than this report, which annuall 
vating the soil, it did not become us to stay our |) 


emanates from 


the Commissioner of Patents. If gentlemen would 


| turn their attention to the last census, they would 


find, that four-fifths of our whole people—about 
eighty per cent.—were engaged in the pursuits of 





acter. He thought the Commissioner of Patents 
should be required to labor to prepare a report of 
things pertaining to his office, and then he (Mr. 
W.) would not object to printing any number of 
copies the House might see fit to order. This re. 
port should be sent to a committee, to determine 
what portions of it were reported, and these only 
should be printed. 

Mr. CASEY. I desire to make a few remarks 
in answer to the objections that have been urged 


against the reconsideration of the vote upon this 


| resolution. 


And 1 shall vote for it, with an en- 
tirely different object in view, than that entertained 


_and expressed by the gentleman from Maryland, 


| 


{Mr. McLane.}] He appears to think that there 
is danger of increasing the patronage of members 
upon this floor, and that it may be exercised for 


| improper or unworthy purposes. The gentleman’s 


| objection proceeds upon the ground, that gentle- 


men will distribute this document exclusively to 


| members of their own political party, and that 
_ the other people of the districts, will be debarred 
| from any participation in the benefits of this public 


expenditure. What has been the common or gen- 
eral practice among members upon this subject | 


| cannot say, but | can speak for my own district, 
| which has been, for the last five years, represented 


by an able gentleman [Hon. James Pollock] who 


| occupied a seat on this side of the hall, and you 


agriculture, leaving only about twenty per cent. || 
engaged in mercantile, manufacturing, and other || 


pursuits, 


If they would also turn to the Journals || 


of this House, they would find, that during a long |) 


series of years, annual and liberal appropriations 
have readily been made for the manufacturing and 


commercial interests of the country. And with |! 


these facts before us, and when the great agricul- 


| tural interest claims some liberality at our hands, 
shall we reluctantly deal out a small portion of the || 
public money? Will you distribute with a sparing || 


hand to those who lay the very foundation of all 
He would 
ask, who it is, that feeds the thronging, swarm- 
ing multitude in our Jarge cities with daily bread? 
Who sets in motion the thousands of spindles in 
our manufacturing establishments? Who freights 
the barks of commerce, whose sails whiten every 
sea upon the habitable globe? He (Mr. 8.) would 
answer, that it wags the hand of the husbandman, 
who, like the leader of Israel, smites the flinty rock, 
and the sweet: waters gush forth. He feeds the 
millions, sets the spindles.in motion, and sustains 
all our commercial enterprise. He animates, he 
moves, he quickens all. 

It had been charged, that the publication of this 
report was mere gammon. If it was so, he (Mr. 
S.) was willing to take not only his share of this 
reproach, but also the part which belongéd to his 
friend from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown.] He would 
vote for the largest number of this volume which 
ont be asked, and his only regret was, that he 
had not the ability to place a copy of it in the 
hands of every man within his Congressional dis- 
trict, and that, too, without distinction of party. 


With this view of the subject, he would most 
cheerfully give his vote in favor of the motion for 
reconsideration, and he hoped it would receive the 
favorable action of the House, for he would then 
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will find in that district, sir, this Patent Office Re- 
ort in the possession of members of both parties— 
higs and Democrats alike have enjoyed there 
the advantage of it. Copies have been sent, sir, to 
those who, it was believed, would make good use 
of them, to the improvement of their farms and 
stock, and the advancement of the great interesis 
of agriculture in their vicinity and community. 
Another objection urged is, that it cannot be dis- 
tributed to all, and therefore concludes, tha@p none 
ought to have it. Why, asks the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Venase,} should one man 
have the report in preference to another? | an- 
swer, there is none in the world, except thatit 
would be utterly impracticable to publish and dis- 
tribute so large a number. But, because every 


_ voter does not receive a copy of this report, it does 


not follow that they derive no advantage from it. 
So far, sir, from this being the case, the very 
opposite is true. Of the information obtained 
through this book—any improvement in farming, 
in raising stock, in selecting or preparing seeds, 
bringing into use improved agricultural imple- 
ments, preparing and selecting manures, or of any 
of the endless and important improvements sug- 
ested in the different reports from this Patent 
Office—the benefit is not confined to the single 
farmer himself; but the entire community, coui- 
ty, or district, in which he lives, derive advantage. 
side, sir, farmers are social people, and one of 
these books, sent into a neighborhood, instead of 
remaining in the house of the person to whom it! 
sent, travels round the entire community, and 
every man who wishes, can see and read it, and 
derive advantage from it. oe 
Nor do I think the argument, that it is not the 
legitimate business of Congress to make books for 
the people—tc undertake public education—has 
any more force. I do not think that it would do 
any harm to any of our constituents, to have g00?, 
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solid, practical information, upon a subject inti- 
mately connected with the best interests and pros- | 
rity of the country, and that, too, at the expense 
of the Government, which they maintain an me 
rt. Your farming interests comprise nearly | 
righty per cent. of your entire population; and [ 
yk you, what do you expend for their benefit? | 
What do you do to support and encourage these 
interests, besides this yearly pittance for this re- | 
rt? and of this you wish now to deprive them. | 
sir, we Who represent honest, hard-working farm- | 
ers, would be recreant to our duty to our constitu- | 
ents, if we did not resist earnestly the attempt that 
is now made to cut off from them this mite, which | 
has always been given grudgingly. s 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 
Woopwarp] objects, that it is a mere compilation, | 
and contains extracts from agricultural journals— | 
that he wants a learned and scientific report. Sir, | 
that it embodies a vast amount of plain, solid, | 
ractical information, is true; and that, in my | 
judgment, is its chief merit. Send out learned, 
scientific disquisitions on the subject of agricul- | 
tural chemistry, alkalies, and gasses farmers, and | 
they will not thank you for them. ‘They would 
not give a sous for a bushel of them. They want 
something which tells them in a plain, straight- | 
forward farmer-like way, how they may improve | 
their farms, and their cattle, and better their con- | 
dition, and those things these reports contain, and 
those, I repeat, are their best features. 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Ven- 
ape] opposes the printing of this report, be- 
cause, he says, he is in favor of reducing postage, 
and these reports will tend to encumber the mails. 
| will goas far as that gentleman, or any other upon | 
this floor, to reduce postage. I believe, sir, with | 
that gentleman, that it is a measure loudly called | 
forby the people and the press. It is necessary, 
sir, in order that intelligence may be circulated 
freely and fully throughout the country. 1 would | 
make it, if [ could, as free as the light of heaven. | 
lam, too, sir, for cheap postage on letters, and | 
for the free circulation of newspapers, within | 
thirty, — or fifty miles of the place where | 
they are published, or within the county, or Con- | 
gressional district, where they are printed. This | 
isameasure of reform that peste desire to see; | 
and | am glad to knew that we shall have the tal- 
ents and influence of the gentleman from North 
Carolina with us on that subject. 

But if we adopt one wholesome measure, it 
certainly affords no satisfactory reason why we 
should abandon another. If the Post Office De- 
partment cannot sustain itself, and bear this addi- 
tional burden, under the proposed reduced rates, 
let Government pay for their transmission. It is 
the people’s money, and if expended for their 
benefit, who has the right to complain? I am, 
therefore, for printing this report, and printing the 
very largest number named—l hope, sir, not less 
than 100,000 of the agricultural report. And for 
my vote on that, as well as for the proper distribu- 
tion gf those I shall receive, I will answer to my 
constituents. 

lam aware, sir, that these reports have, perhaps, 
not been as perfect as they might, and would have 
been, if the interests which they seek to promote, 
had been properly cared for by Congress. While 
you vote millions for the army and navy, and ex- 
pend thousands upon thousands every year tor | 
a military academy at West Point—make coast- 
surveys for the benefit of commerce—mineralog- 

| 





| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


ical surveys, and publish maps and descriptions 
of them—fit out and send forth exploring expe- 
ditions—(gentlemen don’t feel shocked at all 
this)—yet, when we come to ask that the Govern- 
ment shall exhibit to this large and most deserving 
class of ker people, that they are not entirely over- 
looked, gentlemen startle at the enormous expense. 

hy, sir, it is but a few days since, thatthe gentle- 
man from Maryland introduced a resolution, pro- 
viding for the printing of thirty thousand copies 
of the report on Commerce, for the benefit of his 
constituents, and others, who represent large com- 
mercial cities. 

I voted for it—I did not object to it; yet I 
Wish to treat all alike, and all not only fairly, but 
liberally; and for none will I go further than for 
the interests of the farmer. 

| will go with gentlemen for the erection of an 
Agricultural Bureau, to take charge of this great 
interest, and believe it to be deinanded at our 
hands, by every principle of justice and fairness, 





|| thousand, which I now propose to print of the | 


| pose is not.to offer any obstacle to the publica- || 


| 
| 
| 
I] 
| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 505 





as those who contribute most to the support of practice that had grown up within a few years, of 
Government, and whose occupations and pur- || printing such large numbers of this report, a gross 
suits form the basis of her wealth, her power, | abuse. He alluded to the magnificent eulogies 
and her greatness, should have at least one bureau _ they had heard upon the agriculture of the country, 
among all her departments, to look after, to guard, | and said no one on this floor had spoken against 
to promote, and to protect their welfare. I hope, || that great interest. He represented to a great ex- 
therefore, Mr. Speaker, that the vote will be re- | tent an agricultural community, and he considered 
considered—the number greatly augmented, and _ that this report contained as many opinions likely 
that we shall have them speedily printed, and for | to impose and deceive, rather than to convey any 





distribution among our constituents. | real information, as almost any book of the same 
Mr. C. concluded by moving the previous ques- || size which could be printed. He objected also to 
tion. | the printing proposed, on account of the documents 


There was a second, and the main question was | loading down the mails, and spoke of its unfavor- 
ordered to be now taken. || able influence in reference to the abolition ofsthe 
Mr. VENABLEasked the yeas and nays, which || franking privilege. He stated the fact, that he had 
were refused. || received only six weeks since, the copies of the 
The question on the motion to reconsider was || Patent Office Report to which, as a member of the 
then taken, and decided in the affirmative, without || last Congress, he was entitled, and which had been 
a division. ordered to be printed two years ago. That report 
So the vote was reconsidered. ‘| (he was understood to say) was made to the 
The ~— then recurred on the adoption of || House in 1847, and a considerable portion of it 
oO 





the resolution. || was composed of estimates as to the probable 
Mr. WENTWORTH called for the reading of || amounts of the crops of that year. (Holding a 
the resolution, which was again read. | copy of that report in his hand) he proceeded to 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, offered the follow- | refer to other portions, to show thatit was value- 
ing amendment to the resolution: || less, and he expressed himself totally opposed to 
And that the same be distributed by the Commissioner of || this whole extravagant system of public printing 
Patents to such towns, counties, schools, libraries, institu- || from beginning to end, and in favor of a return to 


lions, and individuals, as may be designated to him by the simplicity and economy in this branch of the 


public expenditures, 

Mr. WENTWORTH obtained the floor, and 
yielded to 

Mr. McLANE, who withdrew his amendment, 
in order, he said, that the House might determine 
the number they chose to print, after which, he 


members of this House, each member designating an equal | 
number. 

Mr. McLANE said that he was not going to | 
say anything further in relation to the number of || 
copies. He had never made any objection to the 
printing of this document; but before the vote 
oe em - — > say —, the _- gave notice of his intention to renew the amend- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Casey.] Ne || ment if he should get the floor. 


peste made some reference (continued Mr. |) w. WENTWORTH said he would express 
McL..) to a commercial document, printed by my || hig views clearly upon this question, by asking the 


motion. I have to oe to him first, that this docu- |) Cierk to read an amendment which he proposed. 
ment was the annual Report of Commerce and || ~ ], was read as follows : 


Navigation, the usual motion te print ten thousand | Strike from the resolution of the Committee where it oc- 
copies of the same, being made by me as the || curs 20,000 and insert 50, 00, and 70,000 and insert 100,000. 
Chairman of the Committee on Commerce; next, Mr. W. moved this as an amendment to the 


I would have him observe, that the number, fifty | resolution, and explained that it proposed 50,000 
copies of the mechanical and 100,000 of the agri- 
cultural part of the report. 

He said he thought, while the House were order- 
ing this printing, they might as well order a suf- 
ficient number. He believe the number he pro- 
posed was the proper number to send co their 
constituents. He hoped that gentlemen in favor 


tion of this document; on the contrary, I seek its || of the printing srpemt vate So pee A Sanat amp 
publication toa reasonable extent, and its distri- || CaOGD St SS Re Se eee ee 
Sadan a pamnieiatinhs dines | a small number as printing a largenumber. There 
sy CASEY, (interposing.) Did aces te — a — a ni the ee? 
. ’ 7. ae oe 2 |} who would not be satished with any number, 
tlemen a for the a of twenty-four || They had cut down thenumber year after year to 
rhe A oor ‘eau cheerfully | satisfy them. He now thought the House should 
vote now to publish these proceedings as reported | Sateen a ae ee 
in the Congressional Globe, and in the daily news- | move the prevines question. He nails that 
pers of this city, that the proceedings of this | 1 otion P : 
cen might go to the country with as large a|| ye JONES (having ascertained from the 
circulation as the Senate has provided for their || Speaker int the, eaoterne bear had expired) 
oF eign ts napa, Gada ae moved that the House resolve — cw 
’ Bil j . 
ment, serve to bring home to the people a full || The psi Doma en aes 
knowledge of the legislation of the country, and | Pie question recurring maine seconding the de- 
tend to elevate the character and influence of this | moni fo she peesioiie ee 
House: it would increase its responsibility to | yy, WOODWARD inquised if it woald be in 
public opinion, and thus increase its usefulness. || order, in the present state of the question, to move 
wiininiaentaiae concluded, by demanding the 1 to recommit the resolution ? 
. , : t 
Some conversation followed on points of order, || ae ee eee See a scaekaite 
in which Messrs. HARRIS of Tenn., WHITE, | question as S P 
coer RUMSEY, cay ttn ee and the } Mr. JONES said, in order to vote understand- 
— oar vehed MM McL ithdraw || ingly» he wished to make an inquiry of the Chair; 
th cs luc a: r. McLane to withdraw || that was, had there been any report made to this 
a ae eke dia thd | House during the session, from the Patent Office, 
Mr. SCH EN ieee ae Clerk's table the fol- || °F the Commissioner of Patents, upon the subject 


‘ ? 
lowing amendment, which he asked Mr. McLane | ay The Chair cannot state what 
hes aa naaisipeedaettng Gor tomes ot one || eg emne to vanes mae 
| missi e has 
schools, towns, persons, &e., be by the members writing || messeener of Patents, for 
such names with his frank upon the outside wrappers, of a || '& 
r proportion of the copies furnished to him by the | 


Patent Report, bears a very just relation to the || 
ratio of our agricultural, as compared with the other || 
industrial, classes, more immediately connected 
with commerce—if indeed any class of popula- | 
tion is more intimately connected with commerce |, 
than the agricultural. I repeat again that my pur- 


prope Mr. JONES. Is it within the recollection of 
doorkeeper. | the Speaker, that this House has ever ordered the 
Mr. McLANE did not accept. || printing of a report before it was recived? | 
The question was then taken on the demand for | The SPEAKER. Thisis question which the 
the previous question, and there was no second. || House must consider for themselves, and they 
r. EVANS, of Maryland, briefly addressed | should not be influenced by the opinion of the 
the House in opposition to printing a large number Speaker. —_ : 
of the Patent Office Report. He considered the |) The previous question was seconded. 
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The main question was ordered, being first on | addressed the committee during his hour, in re- 


the amendment of Mr. Wentwortu. 

Mr. KAUFMAN asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Wenrwoarrn, and was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 113, nay® 63; as follows: 

Y EAS—-Mesers. Albertson, Alexander,Andrews,Ashmun, 
Baker, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Burrows, Chester butler, 7 homas B. Bauer, Joseph 
Cable, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartier, Casey, Chandler, 
Cieveland, Wibiamson R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Conrad, 
Corwin, Crowell, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Dunham, 
Durkee, Kdmundson, Fowler, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gil- 
mow, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway Ham- 
mond, Hampton, Harlan Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hoag. 
land, Howe, Hunter, Witlinm'T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
Julian, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G, 
King, John A. King, Preston King, Leffler, Horace Mann, 
Job Mann, Matteson, McDonald, McGaughey, Finis E. 
McLean, McMullen, Moore, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Nes, 
Ogi, Olde, Otis, Peck, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Ross, Rumsey, Sack: u, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, Thaddeus Ste- 
vens, Stetson, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Willian Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Wal- 
den, Watdo, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wilson, 
Wintheop, Wood, and Young—113. 

NAYS—Mesers. Alston, Anderson, Bay, Bocock, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Burt, E. Carrington Cabell, Clingman, Colcock, 


Deberry, Dunean, Alexander Evans, Ewing, Featherston, | 
Gorman, Green, Hall, Hamiiton, Haralson, Isham G. Har- | 


vis, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Joseph 
W, Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan, La Sére, 
MeCiernand, Robert M. McLane, McQueen, Mc Willie, Mill- 
eon, Morehead, Morse, Orr, Outlaw, Parker, Peasiee, 
Phelps, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Sav- 
age, Shepperd, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, James Thomp- 
son, Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, Wil- 
drick, Williams, and Woodward—63. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GOTT moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
and moved that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The question having been taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
on the table. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
resolution reported by the Committee on Printing, 
as amended. 

Mr. KAUFMAN inquired if it was in order to 
move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order. 

Mr. KAUFMAN made the motion; but at the 
suggestion of a number of members, waived it 
until the resolution under consideration should 
have been disposed of. 

Mr. ASHE inquired of the Chair, whether a 
motion to lay the resolution on the table, would 
then be in order? 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

Mr. ASHE then made that motion; and the 
question being put thereon, it was decided in the 
negtiave. 

The question was then taken, and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr, GOTT moved a reconsideration of the vote, 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The question having been taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
‘upon the table, ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
siate of the Union. 

Mr. BROOKS made an ineffectual attempt to 
call up the message of the President, heretofore 
received, concerning a correspondence between the 
Department of State of the 


&e. 
Mr. B. submitted that the question was a ques- 
tion of privilege. 
The PEARER said, it was a privileged ques- 
tion, not aquestion of privilege—that the motion 
of the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Ricuarpson] 
was also a privileged motion, and had been first 


made, 2 
CALIFORNIA. 
The ee having been taken on the motion 
of Mr. Ricwarpson, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, 


The House again resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyp in the Chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of the special message of the President of the 
United States, relating to California, &c., and on 
the bill, heretofore invroduced by Mr. Dory, pro- 
viding for her admission into the Union. 

Mr. GORMAN was entitled to the floor, and 


| 





vt nited States and the | 
British Minister, relating to the coastwise trade, | 


| 


| 


marks which will be found in the Appendix. 
Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut, then obtained 
the floor, and addressed the committee during his 


| hour, in remarks which will be found in the Ap- 


| 


| ‘The committee rose, and reported progress, 


endix. 
The CHAIRMAN then gave the floor to 
Mr. DISNEY, who yielded to a motion that the | 
committee rise; which, having been agreed to, 


And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 
| presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 


| priate committees: : 

| By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 192 citizens and elec- 
tors, of Cayuga county, New York, praying for the repeal of 
| all jaws authorizing slavery or the slave-trade, in the Dis- 
trictof Columbia, and in the event of their non-repeal, that 
the seat of Government be removed to some more suitabie 
place. i : . 

| By Mr. BEALE: The petition of many of the inhabitants 
| of Braxton county, Virginia, for a post-route from Braxton 





Also, the petition of sundry persons in Western Virginia, 
praying Congress to establish a system of cheap postage. 


By Mr. ALEXANDER: The remonstrance of William | 


| Chase and 109 others, citizens of Little Falls, Herkimer 


|| county, New York, against the further extension, by act of 


| 
| 


| Congress, of the Woodworth patent,so called, for a planing, 


|, tongueing, and grooving machine, and that the last extension 


| 
| 
} 





by law of said patent, be repealed. 
| By Mr. COLE: The petition of S. H. Scales, William 


| ing for the establishment of a tri-weekly imail-route from 

Galena, via Council Hill, &e.,to Mineral Point. 

By Mr. WHITE: The petition ot C.W. Treadwell, Enoch 
| Sill, aud 9 others, citizens of the county of Saratoga, State 
| of New Yook, praying a reduction of postage to a uniform 
rate of two cents per half ounce, on prepaid letters. 
| By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Robert Grierson, 
L. J. Wick, and 200 citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning 
county, Ohio, praying that slavery and the slave trade be 
expressly prohibited by act of Congress, in all the territories 
of the United States. 
| Also, the petition of 194 citizens of Youngstown, Maho- 

ning county, Ohio, praying the repeal of all laws enacted 
| by Congress, by which slavery and the slave-trade are au- 
| thorized or sanctioned in the city of Washington or District 
of Columbia ; and that, in the event of their non-repeal, the 
seat of the National Government be removed to some more 
suitable location. 

Also, the petition of 198 citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning 
county, Ohio, praying that no State be hereafter adinitted 
| into the Union, unless the constitution of such State shail 
expressly prohibit slavery within its limits. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Boonville, 


} cents per half ounce, 

| By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of Elnathan Phelps, an 
| invalid pensioner, asking for bounty land. 

Also, the petition of citizeus of Almond, New York, for 
| cheap postage. 


for the same purpose. 





i 
| 
| 


Also, the petition of citizens of Elmira, Chemung county, 
New York, tor the repeal of the law extending the patent 
for Weodworth’s planing machine. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of the clergymen and 
delegates of the Belo (Wisconsin) Convention of Presby- 
terians and Congregationalists, asking Congress to establish 
| the rates of postage on letters at two cents per half ounce, 
| prepaid. 

Also, the petition of H.H. Benson and 51 citizens of 





i Geneva, Wisconsin, praying Congress to establish a uni- 
|| form rate of postage, of two cents per half ounce on prepaid 


letters. . 
Also, the petifion of Peter Golden and &4 others, citizens 


|| 
| of Eikhorn, Wisconsin, praying Congress to reduce the 


postage on letters and newspapers. 

| Also, the petition of J. B. Jillson and 31 others, of the 
town of Kenosha, praying for the reduction of letter-postage. 
By Mr. DOTY: The petition of members of the Legis- 

| lature of Wisconsin, in relation toa grant of land to im- 

| prove the Upper Wisconsin river. 

| Also, the petition of 8. A. White, H. H. Harrison, and 

| Others, citizens of Ozankee, Wisconsin, for a reduction of 

| postage. 

| Also, the petition of C. R. Alton, H. McFarlan, and 74 

others, citizens of Wisconsin, for a mail-route along the 

valley of Neenah river, from Green Bay, by Menasha to 


i 


|| Fort Winnebago. 


| 





| Also, the petition of Josiah Mitchell and others, citizens 
| of Columbia and Sank counties, for the extension of the 
| mail-route from Lowville to Adams, the county seat of Sank 
| county, 

Also, the petition of Wm. Sylvester and 34 others, pray- 
ing the passage of a preémption law for settlers on the Me- 
nomonee lands. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, fora 

t of land to complete the improvements of Neenah and 
isconsin rivers, and improve the Upper Wisconsin. 

Also, the memorial of the Senate and Assembly of Wis- 
consin, for a mail-route (tri-weekly) from Madison, via 
Dane, Prairie du Sac, and Adams, to Winnebago, 

Also, the petition of Timothy Jordan and others, members 
of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, for a treaty with the 
United States, to enable them to dispose of remainingjlands, 
and for other pepe. 

By Mr. HOLLIDAY : The petition of the heirs of Thomas 
Upshaw, praying for interest on a half-pay claim heretofore 
allowed them. 3 


court-house to Kanawha court-house, by the way of Elk | 
|| river. 
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|| tance of about twenty miles. 


| 


March ] 


By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 7, 
Woods and 121 others, citizens of Westunoreland aut 
any counties, Pennsylvania, for a post-route from Ty “3 
un, Westmoreland county, via Guffey’s Salt-Works, Z 
Elizabethtown, Aileghany county, Pennsylvania, a «i oe to 
of thirteen miles; al-o, a post-route from West Ne nee 
Westmoreland county, via Gaffey’s Salt-Works. to th wton, 
of Pittsburg, a distance of twenty-four miles,  ” “'Y 
By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John ©, 


28 others, citizens of Dunklin county, Missouri, Marsh ang 


|| establishment of a mail-route from Chilitecaux, the the 


e count 


seat of said county, to Hornersville, in said county, a dis. 
> 


Also, the petition of John R. Dieks and 190 others. ois 
zeus of St. Louis, praying the reduction of postage on oe 
to the uniform rate of two cents, and that they be prepaid.” 

By Mr. WILMOT: a petition signed by 90 citizens of 
Bradford county, Pennsylvania, asking a reductio, in A. 
rates of postage. ” 

By Mr. FEATHERSTON: the petition of E.R. Seejpy 
and 100 others, asking Congress to abolish the office of 
chaplain, &c. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: the petition of Isaac 
Stebbens and 26 others, of Chelsea, Massachusetts for 
| establishing Chelsea as a port of delivery. : 

Also, the petition of Elisha B. Loring and 47 others. oy 
Malden, Massachusetts, against a further extension of the 
patent for Woodworth’s Planing Machine. 


Wasnineton, March 11, 1850, 





| 


|| copy furnished you. 


| 
“ : | 
| Baldwin, and 67 others, citizens of Lafayette county, pray- || 


| Messrs. Eprrors: In your Congressional report 
| of the speech of the honorable H. W. Hixuiarp, of 


|| Alabama, printed on the 7th instant, a material 


| error occurs in the report as printed, or in the 
In approving the course of 
| the honorable Mr. Sranxy, I stated that Mr. 
Sranxy looked through a different medium from 
that of the honorable gentleman from Alabama: 
whereas, the gentleman reports me as having 
| said that Mr. Sranzy looked through the same 
| medium as myself. This correction is due to 
Mr. Sran.y as well as myself, and I should have 
been much better satisfied had the conversation 
been reported as it occurred. Nothing was said 





| Missouri, praying the reduction of postage to two and a baif | 


Also, the petition of citizens of Alleghany, New York || 


| 
i} 
' 
| 


in relation to Gott’s resolutions; and I stated thai, 
| during. my whole Congressional term, | had 
| never voted against the interests of the South. 
Please insert this in the Congressional Globe, 
and oblige, yours, &c., HUGH WHITE. 


To tHe Epirors or Cone@ressiona. Guose. 








Howse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, March 12, 1850. 


Messrs. Epirors: In reply to the note of the 
| Hon. Huew Waite, of New York, complaining 
of an incorrect report of his remark addressed to 
_me while I was replying to the Hon. Mr. Srayty, 
of North Carolina, | desire to say that he was un- 
derstood by me to use the language ascribed to 
him in my published speeeh. 1 was remarking 
| upon the fact that Mr. Sranty, in going over the 
whole field of controversy between the North and 
the South, could not discover a single ground of 
complaint on the part of the South. At this mo- 
ment Mr. Waite was understood by me to say, 
‘* He sees things through the same medium that | 
do.”? To which | instantly replied, ‘* Yes, and 





ou have on all occasions voted against the South.” 
Mr. Wuite answered, “No.” Lasked, * Have 
you not uniformly voted for the Wilmot proviso, 
and every measure restrictive of slavery?” Mr. 
Wuire admitted that he had. [ then proceeded to 
say, ‘* Yes, and yet you and the gentleman from 
North Carolina see things through the same me- 
dium?” This is my recollection of the conversa- 
tion. 
If I had misunderstood the gentleman’s remark, 
| he should have set me right at the time. | pro- 
| ceeded in my remarks to apply Mr Wuire’s ad- 
| mission against Mr. Sranzy, and drew attention (0 
the singular fact, that these two gentlemen saw 
} things through the same medium. That was the 
occasion to set me right—if | had made an improp- 
er use of Mr. Wuite’s remark—while | was 00 
the floor, proceeding to apply it. It will at once 
be seen, that I could have no object in bringing 
Mr. Wuire’s voles to view, but for his statemen!, 
that Mr. Sranzy and himself saw things through 
the same medium, and it became immediately '™- 
portant to show through what medium Mr. Witt 
saw things. This I instantly did, by bringing ov! 
the fact, that he had uniformly voted against the 
South, by giving his vote in favor of the Wilmot 
roviso, and other measures restrictive of slavery. 
ut for this, | should not have turned out of my 
way to notice Mr. Wuire’s remark. In confit 
ation of what I have stated, 1 copy from the 
‘* Daily Union’ a report of the conversation allv- 


















Ort 
of 
‘al 
he 

of 
Ir, 


m 


ng 
me 


ive 
on 
ud 
al, 


ad 


be, 


ut 
be 
ot 


ly 
ue 
ie 
u- 





1850. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


507 


c_r7NkjjN‘«<“<—X_&qQqCqCoCeeeeeeeeeTwTwTwss eee 


to in Mr. Wurre’s note, and which I never || t1arp, viz: “He had only vindicated himself, and 


y until this morning: 

«Mr. Hiuiarp rose and said: * * * That 
jeman (Mr. Sranty] has sought the occasion, 
yhen a powerful majcrity was arrayed against the 
gouth, to join that majority, and to stand forth as 
vschampion. He could not comprehend the feel- 
ings of a Representative standing in the position 
pecupied by@the gentleman from North Carolina. 
That gentleman yesterday went over the entire 


jeld of controversy between the sections of the || 


{nion, without being able to find a single griev- 
snce justly to be complained of by the South. He 
Mr. StanLy] could not even understand that the 
wth had been wronged by the North, in the 
matter of the course of the latter, on the subject 
of fugitive slaves. Such, indeed, had been the 
tenor of his whole argument.” 


«Mr. Wuire here remarked, that he [Mr. || 


Sranty] looks through the same medium with 
himself, (Mr. W.) 


«Mr. Exsarp, (continuing.) Yes, he looks || 
through the same medium with the honorable || 


member from New York, [Mr. Wuirte,] who 
yotes, it will be remembered, consistently, for the 
Wilmot proviso, and all kindred propositions.” 

Mr. Wutre’s remark appears to have been un- 
derstood by the accurate Reporter of the ‘‘ Union” 
as it was by me. 

| will only add, that the honorable Mr. Toomss 
and the honorable Mr. Casexxt (with whom I fell 


in with immediately after the adjournment of the || 


House) spoke te me of the successful point which 
[had made against Mr. Sranzy from Mr. Wuirte’s 
statements, that Mr, Sraniy saw things through 
the same medium that he did. 


Asto Mr. Wuire’s further statement, that he |) 


had never voted against the interests of the South, 
{have only to say, that he has, so far as I have 
been able to examine the journals, voted uniformly 
in favor of every restriction upon slavery, whether 


in the District of Columbia, or in the territories of || 


the United States. He has consistently voted for 
the Wilmot proviso, for Gorr’s resolution, and 
for every kindred measure. 


H. W. HILLIARD. 





Wasuineton Crry, March 11, 1850. 
Mr. Jonw C. Rives: 

Sin: In the Daily Globe, of March 9th, 1850, 
which | received to-day, I find the ** Explanations, 
personal and political,’? between Mr. Hinuiarp, 
of Alabama, and myself. 

In the latter part of the report of the explana- 
tions, after | had stated that I had not the least 
idea, onthe day before, to have said anything of- 
fensive to the gentleman from Alabama, the report 
proceeds as follows: 

“He (Mr. S.) regretted it all; and was alto- 
gether surprised by the tone and manner of the 
gentleman this morning. He came there, pre- 
pared to beg pardon for his hasty expressions. 
But the gentleman’s speech this morning prevent- 
ed. He hoped, hereafter, when he should have 
acquired control over his temper, in a more »ppro- 
priate sphere of action, to hear 

“¢ Truths divine come mended from his tongue.’ 

“Mr. Hutcrarp said, this was the first occasion 
upon which anything like a tender of the olive- 
branch had been made by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty.] He (Mr. H.) 
now took eceasion to say, that he had not enter- 
tained a single unkind sentiment toward that gen- 
leman, until he had yesterday made a very gross 


and unprovoked charge upon him, by saying that || manners would probably both be better than they 


he had desecrated the Scriptures for the worst 
Purposes. Let it all pass. The gentleman must, 
of course, settle for himself what his own relations 
with him (Mr. H.) should hereafter be. He had 


only vindicated himself, and exposed the course || 
— gentleman from North Carolina, in proper || justice—it seems designed to represent me as 


“ Mr. Sranzy said, that if the gentleman was 
80 disposed, he was willing to forget all that had 
me, and to understand, not only their speeches, 

tall the gentleman’s threats, ina Parliamentary 
“T had hoped. af der of the 

a after the “tender of the olive- 
branch,’? that Mr. H. would not desize to strike 
another blow. But I fear | have been mistaken. 

When I read the report in the Globe, | knew 
there was something — I thought I never 
heard before the last words used by Mr. Hu- 


n- || Carolina, in terms. 


| superintendent of the Globe printing-office. 


} 





| were printed, and when they were inserted. They | 
| were not in the manuscript, or in the reporter's 





| “Mr. Sranty. I give him credit for with- 
the | gentleman from North || drawing one charge; the proof to contradict him 
oper : _ || was too near at hand. I hope the gentleman will 
The following note to Mr. Haliday, the superin- | aid me in supporting the peaceful measures re- 
tendent of the Globe printing-office, will explain || commended by the President. But one word of 
how this happens: .|| the Philadelphia Convention. 1 stated, while he 
“Mr. Haumar: | understand you are the || was speaking just now, that in Philadelphia I had 

: ) see | no intercourse with the gentleman; that I shou 
in the Daily Globe of March 9, 1850, in the con- || have looked for him at wo Methodist cheek 
cluding remarks of Mr. Hirutarp, the following | The gentleman replied, it would have been better 
words: ‘He (Mr. H.) had only vindicated him- |) for my manners and morals. To this | answered, 
‘self, and exposed the course of the gentleman |) that i my manners and morals had been improved, 
‘from North Carolina, in proper terms.’ || it would not have been owing either to his preach- 
‘* Do. me the favor to inform me, in whose hand- || ing, or to his example. And what did the rever- 
writing is the manuscript from which those words || end gentleman say to this provoked repartee? He 
said, | could not help ‘certain tendencies,’ and he 


|| made a downward motion. Now, sir, | confess, 
notes, when they left my hands, late Saturday | when I attack the gentleman, I am going in a 
afternoon. Respectfully &c., | 

i} 

! 


exposed the course of 





|| downward direction. 1 confess, my tendencies 

* EDWARD STANLY. are to strip, as I have, the wolf of the sheep’s 

** Marcu 1], 1850.” || clothing. confess, when one of hia calling at- 
“Hon. E. Sranty: In answer to your note, |, @¢ks another, regardless of all decorum, I have an 

I respectfully state, that the words referred to by 


| irresistible ‘tendency’ to Mr. Chairman, I 
you, were added by Hon. Mr. Hixtiarp, after || Will not follow a bad example and use harshness 
the report was received from you, on Saturday || Of language, that I know I shall repent; I will not 
night, that gentleman having requested the op- || forget the gentleman’s vocation, though he may. 
portunity to revise his own remarks. But I wish the gentieman to underatand, that this 

Very respectfully, | restraint ia imposed by a feeling of respect for 
“ JAMES F. HALIDAY. _ || this House, and of regard for what becomes my 
| Maren 11, 1850.” own character, and not for what might be de- 


J servedly applied to the gentleman from Alabama.’’ 
These ‘* explanations ’’ were made on Thurs- Y ae : 


" || _ How different this is from the report of Mr, 
iday. Two days had passed after “‘ the tender of |) Hizuarp! lonly meant to say, he had better have 
the olive-branch, before Mr. Hivtrarp added to || been in a Methodist Church than in the Conven- 
| the reporter’s notes, without my authority, know- || tion, In looking over the notes furnished by the 
| ledge, or consent, the words above quoted. Mr. || reporter, | observe several of the interpolations in 
H. never used those words in my hearing. If|| Mr. Hinasarp’s handwriting; but it is not neces- 
he had done so, I think | might have replied in |) sary to comment on them. 


| harsh terms. 1 will not, on account of the gentle- I write this note to Mr. Rives to do myself jus- 
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man’s vocation, deal in any reproachful language || tice, and prevent misunderstanding hereafter. 1 
of this conduct; but I think I havea right tocom- || suppose, if I had been capable of acting unfairly, 
plain of this interpolation. I do not admit the || [ could have suppressed all the reporter gave me 
| right of any gentleman to take my remarks, when |) of Mr. Hittarp’s frequent interruptions—just as 
I furnish them for the press, and interpolate them, || he did toward me. But if | had, | suppose no 


as Mr. Hitxiarp has done in this instance; and I || one will contend it gave him the right to amend 
understand the Congressional Globe is not published || or alter my speech, or interpolate his remarks in 
| for the benefit of any party, or of any favorite in- | my speech, to suit his own purposes. 

| dividuals. I know you have no design to take As this, as far as my knowledge extends, is the 


sides with any one in reporting the debates; but || first instance of improper interference of this kind, 
surely | have cause to complain that I was not in- || | trust it will be the last. 


formed of this unauthorized alteration before the As to the remarks imputed by Mr. Hitusarp to 
| remarks were printed. . || Mr. White, of New York, 1 did not hear what 
1 most carefully followed the reporter’s notes, || that gentleman said. If he is incorrectly reported 

| and did not alter in the least—not in a letter—any- | by Mr. Huuiarp, as I believe he is, he will correct 

thing Mr. H. said. I have the reporter’s notes || 
before me, and there, instead of saying he had || | must ask the favor of you to publish’ this in 
“exposed the course of the gentleman from North || the Globe, and oblige yours, respectfully, 
Carolina,’ &c., he is correctly reported to have || ~ * EDWARD STANLY. 
said, ‘*he only endeavored to vindicate himself; || 
and after this, was my expression of a * willing- | 
ness to forget all that had passed.”’ 
| InMr. iixtans ’s remarks, reported by himself, 
he does not treat me as | treated him—he reports 
me, and I must say, not fairly. In reporting his 
frequent interruptions—and | allowed him every 
opportunity he asked—I took what he said from 
the reporter’s notes; he took what I said from 
| his own memory. 

One instance Fae cite, in Mr. Hitusarp’s re- 
marks: When he was referring to the Conven- 


| 





it if he thinks proper. 





Wasuincton, March 13, 1850. 

Messrs. Epirors: It is proper that I should 
reply to the hote of Hon. Epwarp Stan vy, which 
| appeared in this morning’s Globe. I| shall do so 
as briefly as possible. He complains that I have 
exercised the right, which clearly belongs to me, 
of revising my own remarks. They were pre- 

red by the reporter in connection with those of 
Mtr. Sranzy; but this did not make them the less 
my own remarks, nor could it deprive me of the 
right to revise them before they were published. 












tion in Philadelphia, which nominated General 
| Taylor, there appears the following: 

‘*He (Mr. Sranty] says, however, that he was 
not in a Methodist Church in that city. If he had 
sometimes visited such places, his morals and his 


Otherwise, they might be put by the reporter into 
the hands of my antagonist in the debate, and be 
subsequently turned over by him to the press, 
in the most mutilated and unsatisfactory state. 
Every member of the House, | suppose, claims 
: ey || and exercises the right of giving to his remarks, 
are to-day. The remark only discloses the in- | before they are committed to press, the shape 
curable proneness of the member to a line of con- ze will express in the fullest manner the 


ee 





duct, which must prove far more injurious to him |} meaning which he designed them to convey. 
do not know that the propriety of revising the re- 
port of my late sapeeshee would have occurred to 


7 , : | me, but for the suggestion of the excellent ‘re- 
sneering at the Methodist Church. That, it was = Mr Wheeler. Without any request on 


than it can possibly be to others.” 
Now, this seems designed to do me gross in- 


impossible for me to do. For what purpose the || my part, he offered to submit the report of my 
roceedings of the Philadelphia Convention were || remarks to me for revision; and, in his own lan- 
ugged in the debate, | do not know. Whatreally || guage, ‘*1 promptly accepted the proposal.” 

took place, as [ stated it in the House immediately I insert his answer to a note from me touching 

after his explanation, was this. I said: this point: 

** But, with as much foundation as he had + 
other charges, the gentleman from Alabama said, 
1 was opposed in Philadelphia to General Tay- 
lor’s nomination. 

‘Mr. Hurtsarp. I withdrew it upon tie gen- 
tleman's own statement. 


Sr. Cuantes Hore, 
Tuespay Eventne, Seven o'clock, 
Dear Str: I have considered the note which you did me 
the honor to deliver this evening. I rvgret the necessity 
which, in your jodgment, requires this reference to myseli ; 
but do not feel at liberty to decline an explicit answer to 
your inquiries. 
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Your first question is: “ Will you be good enough to say 
whether you tendered your notes to me of the running re- 
plies to Mr. Sranty’s remarks for revisal, at my request, or 
not?’ 

On Saturday morning last, you called at my room, to as- 
certain the time at which the explanations of the previous 
Thursday would be published. That point having been 
disposed of, I stated, that if you had any solicitude as to the 
accuracy, or fairness, with which your portion of the expla- 
nations, occurring in Mr. STANLY’s rem tke, had been given, 
I conceived it to be your right to revise that part of the 
proot-sheet which embodied it. You promptly accepted the 
proposal, expressing the opinion, that it was nothing more 
than you were entitled to. But you did not make the re- 
quest. I sta‘ed that, as a matter of course, not a word of 
Mr. Stasiy’s remarks should be touched; and that, should 
your own be so changed or modified a< to create exceptions || 
by him, L should bold myself relieved from all responsibility. | 
{ did not “tender you the notes;” nor could I have done 
8°, because, two hours before that, I had transmitted them | 
to Mr. Sranty, at Williard’s Hotel. It is proper to add, | 
that, in yielding this right to you, | did no more than I have 
heretofore done, and should again do to-morrow, under sitn- 
ilar circumstances. . 

Fulfilling my engagement with you, I gave direction at | 
the “Globe” office,that if you called to revise the proof of 
your own vemarks, every facility should be afforded you. 
I did not know, until yesterday, that your corrections had 
been made in the manuscript, and not on the proof-sheet. | 
I do not suppose the fact to be material. 1 snake allusion | 
to it only because the terms of your own inquiry seem to | 
invite it. HENRY G. WHEELER. 


| 
Hon. H. W. Hitutarn, of Alabama. | 


Acquiescing in the propriety of this, I called at | 
the Globe office, and found that Mr. Wheeler had, | 
according to his engagement, left instructions to | 
have the report of the debate submitted to me, and | 
as it had not then been set up, I could see it only | 
as it had been furnished at the office. 

I made such a revision of my own remarks, and | 
put them in such language as seemed to me to ex- | 
press most satisfactorily my meaning. [supposed | 
that Mr. Sranzy would also revise the proof of the | 
debate before it went to press. The report had | 
been previously yut into his hands; he had freely | 
exercised his ri fe of revision, alteration, and ad 
dition; and it did not for a moment occur to me, || 
that he could object to my doing the same thing. | 
I might complain of very harsh interpolations in | 
Mr. Sraniy’s remarks, by his own hand, but I do || 
not. The whole debate was of a character to ex- | 
cite ue both, and I suppose that neither of us will 
claim an exemption from infirmities. The contro- 
versy must end somewhere. I much prefer to 
withhold remarks which suggest themselves to me, || 
than to indulge in any but those which seem to be | 
essential to explanation. 

* H.W. HILLIARD. 

To the Eprrors or tne Grose. 


‘Tuespay, March 12, 1850. 
Mr. WEBSTER. I desire to say a word by 


way of correction of a misunderstanding, and an || 
accidental error of my own. I wish my friend | 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Hae] were in his || 
place. 1 wish, in the first place, to say, that I see | 
that the report of my observations on Thursday, | 
supposes me to have referred to Mr. Jefferson as | 
the negotiator of the treaty of 1794. Everybody 
knows that that treaty was not negotiated by Mr. 
Jefferson. I suppose the mistake may have oc- 
curred by the short-hand note-taker’s having used 
only the initial letter of the name. 

Mr. BALDWIN. You are wrong; the mis- | 
take was really yours. 

Mr. WEBSTER. My friend from Connecticut | 
says that I am wrong, and that the mistake was | 
my own. It was a very gross one, if it was mine. | 
Everybody knows that Mr. Jay negotiated that | 
treaty. He was Chief Justice of the United States, | 
and held that office, notwithstanding that he was 
abroad, several months, in the negotiation of that | 
treaty. | 

A Senator. You most certainly ascribed this | 
treaty to Mr. Jefferson. | 
| 


IN SENATE. | 
| 


Mr. WEBSTER. It seems, sir, that by a 
lapsus lingue I did ascribe the negotiation of the 
treaty of 1794 to Mr. Jefferson. I meant cer- |) 
tainly Mr. Jay. Everybody knows that Mr. Jay | 
was sent to England, to negotiate a treaty, by | 
General Washington. He was nominated Minis- | 
ter to England on the 16th of April, 1794, and the | 
nomination was confirmed on the 19th of the | 
same month. He left this country, | believe, in | 
the early part of the year 1794; and, what would || 
now be considered remarkable, he was Chief | 
Justice of the United States, and did not resign 


that office, but held it all the time of his absence 


| tor from Massachusetts would give an auswer to itasa 


|| tained, and often expressed, the opinion, that the 


/exercise of the treaty-making power; and IL en- 
| tution to carry on correspondence and enter into 


| contracts with foreign Powers through the medium 


| the Congress of the United States; and under the | 


_ rate of two cents on all prepaid letters of half an 
‘ounce; which was referred to the Committee on 
_ the Post-Office and the Post Roads. 





abroad, and resigned it some time after he re- 
turned home. His successor was appointed the 


| Lat of ay! 1795. 


What I wish particularly, however, to say is, 


| in regard to the question put to me by my honor- 
| able friend from 

| answered by me. 
| morning, I did not at all understand the honorable 
| member from New Hampshire, as to the question 
| which he wished to put. 


ew Hampshire, yesterday, and 
As the report appeared this 


Ile says, as reported: 


“+I understood him [that’s myself] to place the obligation 
of this Governmentto receive four new States into the Union, 
to be formed out of the Territory of Texas, on the ground 
that it was a compact which had been formed with ‘Texas. 
The question that | wish to propose, with great deference 
and respect, is this: I should be glad if the honorable Senu- 


lawyer: Dovs he believe that it was competent for the two 
Houses of Congress, by joint resolution, to enterinto a com- 
pact with a foreign nation? Would such a compact be bind- 
ing? Would it not be unconstitutional and void—a usurpa- 
tion of the teaty-making power, which is vested by the 
Constitution in the President and two-thirds of this body ??? 

lonly wish now, sir, to guard against any mis- 
take or misapprehension, and for that purpose say, 
that as an original question, I have always enter- 


formation of new States, or their adoption into the 
Union, out of territory not belonging to the United 
States, was not in the contemplation of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, although it had seemed 
to be so in the contemplation of the States of the 
old Confederation, at least so far as regarded | 
Canada. 

I wish to say, in the next place, that after the 
acquisition of Louisiana, [ considered this a settled | 





question, and have always acted upon it accord- || 


ingly. 

‘1 wish to say, in the third place, that I do sup- | 
pose, and always have supposed, that the appro- 
priate mode of acquiring that territory was, by the 


joined my friends, so far as 1 had occasion—being 
then out of Congress—to urge, on all necessary 
occasions, the exercise of this power, if anything 
was to be done in the matter. I- thought, and | 
sull think, that it is not in the spirit of the Consti- 


of legislative acts, reciprocal or mutual. But then, | 


which contracts have been entered into between | 
this Government and others—I mean, that such 


contracts or stipulations have been made by legis- 
| lative acta, 


The leading instance is that which 


a conditional act, regulating commerce, was passed 
by the British Parliament; and another condi- 
tional act, regulaung commerce, was also passed by 


conditions of those two acts, a compact was made 
with England by the force of legislation. All I 
wish to say at present, however, is to guard 
against any inference, which might otherwise be 
drawn, to the contrary of what I now state. 
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition of | 
Thomas Colling, and fifty-four other citizens of 
the United States, setting forth the advantages 
of cheap postage in Great Britain, and urging upon 
Congress the passage of a law reducing the rates 
of postage to two cents on all prepaid letters, not 
exceeding half an ounce; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. PRATT presented a petition, very numer- 


ously signed by citizens of different towns and |, 
| counties of the State of Maryland, representing 


that the subject of cheap postage has been so 
widely considered among the people, and its re- 





sults in Great Britain for ten years have been so || 
| successful, that they earnestly ask Congress to 


grant the same benefit by establishing a uniform 


Also, a memorial of William S. McPherson, 
trustee of Lewis North, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was re- 
erred to the select committee on the subject. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of Benja- | 
min Moore, late master-armorer of the United | 
States armory at Harper’s Ferry, asking compen- 
sation for his services, and for improvements made 
by him in machines and tools used in the manu- 
facture and repair of firearms; which was referred | 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. ae 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Senate. 
| duced some days ago, based on the resolutions of 


| sectional committee, 
ber of members from the 








On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


Ordered, That the report of the acti 
the General Land-Office of January 1, i847, in relatio 
damages sustained by the purchasers of certaiy ata 
lands, by reason of the erroneous or false and toate. . 
surveys thereof, be referred to the Commitiee on the Pur. 
Lands. ublie 


Commissioner of 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr 
Corwin, on the 4th instant, was fiken up and 
adopted: 

Resolved, The the Committee on Indian Affairs be j 
structed to inquire into the justice and propriety of previa. 
ing by law for the payment to the Winnebago Indians of 
the sun of twelve thousand dollars, with interest fr 
March, 1843, alleged to have been paid wrongfully to 
heirs of James McFarlane. He 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr 
Yvree on the 4th of February, was taken up and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands in- 
quire into the propriety of providing a compensation to the 
registers and receivers in the Newnansville and St. Augys. 


tine land di-tricts, for their services under the act to provide 
for the armed occupation of Florida. 


COMMITTEE TO PREPARE A COMPROMISg, 


Mr. FOOTE. I hope not to interfere with ay 
urgent business which any member of the Senaie 
wishes to bring forward this morning, when | siate 
that I wish to have some action upon a subject to 
which | have before called the attention of the 
I feel confident that the motion intro. 


the honoroble Senator from Tennessee, can be 
taken up and disposed of in a very few minutes 
if gentlemen will act with their accustomed cor. 
diality on such occasions. I vish, therefore, to 


| renew my motion, heretofore made, and which is 


in writing in the hands of the Clerk. With that 
object, | move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of the resolutions of the honorable Sep- 


| ator from Tennessee. 


Mr. BALDWIN. I wish to inquire if that 
resolution was not laid upon the table? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It was submitted, 
and lies on the table under the rule. 

Mr. BALDWIN. _ I understand the object of 
the motion made by the honorable Senator from 


that, | have now to say, is not the only way in || Mississippi is, to take up these resolutions at this 
’ ’ i] i 


time, with a view of moving to refer them to a 
a of a certain num- 

orth and an equal 
number from the South, for the purpose of ad- 


was called Mr. McLane’s arrangement, by which [Bawa preedgneds venagpenn fe ster peter Ae seagee 


before the country, and debated in the Senate, in 


| connection with the proposition which is pending 
|| here upon the recommendation of the President 


for the admission of California as a State. | am 
utterly opposed, sir, to taking up these resolutions 
for any euch purpose, because they are not, in my 
opinion, topics which can be legitimately connected 
with the proposition submitted by the message of the 
President. What, sir, is the state of that propo- 


| sition? The President has submitted to Congress 


the Constitution prepared by the people of Cali- 
fornia, and has recommended Congress to admit 
California as aState. A motion has been made 
already to submit that message, and the considera- 
tion of the constitution accompanying it, to the 
Committee on the Territories, with instructions to 
that committee to report a bill in conformity with 
the recommendation of the President for the ad- 
mission of California as a State. ‘That presents, 
in my judgement, a question standing by itself, 
which ought to be considered by itself, and dect- 
ded upon its own merits by the Senate, irrespective 
of the views that may be entertained by Senators 
from different sections of the country, in regard to 
other matters which have been brought into dis- 
cussion before the Senate. 

Sir, the people of California have come here 
claiming a right—a right secured to them by the 
treaty with Mexico, by which we acquired a title 
to this territory. This, sir, is their claim. By 
the stipulation of that treaty, they were entitled to 
admission into this Union, with all the privileges 
of members of this Union, at the proper time, 
be judged of by Congress, and in the mean ume 
were to be secured in the enjoyment of all their 
rights, their liberty, and their property. 

Mr. KING. I do not wish to interrupt the hon- 
orable Senator, but the subject-matter of the reso 
jutions is not under consideration, and it is not 10 
order to go into a discussion of the general matters 


conn with the resolutions on a mere question 
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take them up, we shall have the whole || 
matter before us; and I hope we shall not engage || 
+, discussing them tillthattime, = 

Mr. HAMLIN. I would inquire if this matter || 
is in order now, and if an objection to their consid- || 
yation would not cause them to lie over? 

Mr. KING. Not at all. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the 
opinion that it is not in order at this time. In the 
mean time the rules are, that petitions may be pre- 


cides to 


ted. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Then I object to considering 
them until petitions are presented. 

Mr. KING. 1 do not know how the Chair can 
decide that it is in order or not, unless some gentle- 
men gets up to present petitions or reports. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is not 
making the objection; it was put to the Chair. 

Mr. DICKINSON. If I understand it, this 
matter is still on the table, and it is quite clear that 
it cannot be discussed while it is on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is, whether the Senate will take it up for considera- 


jon. 
Mr. BALDWIN. I supposed that, as the hon- 
orale Senator had been permitted, by the general 
indulgence of the Senate, to state on a former oc- 
casion, somewhat at large, the reasons which in- 
duced him to make the proposition, it might be 
within the same rule of indulgence to say some- 
thing in reply. I submit, however. 
Mr. FOOTE. I did not say a word on the 
merits of the question. 
Mr. BALDWIN. He did not to-day; but I 
understood thé Senator to speak of this proposi- 
tion, in connection with the whole question before || 
the Senate, on a previous occasion. But I| acqui- 
esce in the opinion expressed by members. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 
as to the propriety of taking it up—nothing else. 
Mr. BALDWIN. That was the very question 
] was coming to. 
Mr. FOOTE. ‘That is not the question he was 
considering; he was discussing the merits of a 
general plan of settlement. If he perseveres, | 
shall certainly call him to order. 
Mr. BALDWIN. I will state the course of 
my intended remarks. 
Mr. MANGUM. [rise toa point of order. 1 
desire to know whether this matter lies on the 
table by a vote of the Senate. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It does not—it lies || 
over under the rule. 
Mr. BALDWIN. The question lies over 
under the rule. A motion is made to take it up, 
for the purpose of moving the reference of these 
resolutions to a sectional committee, who are to 
consider all the questions referred to in these reso- 
lutions—the question of the admission of Califor- 
nia—the question in regard to fugitive slaves— 
every question, in short, which has been brought 
into discussion before the Senate, in connection 
with the subject of slavery, and to report upon 
these in the aggregate. Now, sir, lam opposed 
to taking up these resolutions for any such pur- 
pose.. | am opposed to taking them up at all 
at this time, when the question of the admission 
of California is presented to us on its own merits, 
upon the recommendation of the President, and 
the proposition of the honorable Senator from 
Missouri, to refer them to a committee, with in- 
structions, has been the subject of debate from 
day to day. Now, we are called, pending the 
debates upon that question, to admit—what I, for 
one,am unwilling to admit—that this, or any other 
question pgnding before the Senate or Congress 
of the United States, is to be regarded as a sec- 
tional question, a question not to be decided upon 
the principles of compromise, settled by our fathers 
in the Constitution. : 
_Mr. FOOTE. I rise to a point of order. I in- 
sist that the honorable Senator is out of order. He 
is discussing the general merits of this proposition. 

he simple question before the Senate is, whether 
the resolutions shall be now taken up for consid- 
eration. A member is entitled to state any reasons 
Opposition to taking them up, but to go intoa 
general discussion of the merits of all the propo- 
sitions connected with the subject of slavery, is 
a8 grossly unparliamentary as anything which 1 
can conceive of. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I will waive any further re- 
marks at present. 
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oie up the resolutions. When the Senate de- || ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. The only question 


| conferred with; and perhaps the Senator from 
| Mississippi knows enough of me, to know that, 
| while I do not pretend to be a leader, | would not 
| exactly be among the led. Butl was going to say, 


| graph taken from the Washington correspondence 


~ 





OBE. 


509 





is, will the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
these resolutions? 

Mr. HALE. I have a reason to suggest, with 
all deference, why the Senate should not now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of these resolutions; and 


| | shall confine myself strictly to it. The honora- 


ble Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foors,} the 
other day, when he introduced these resoluuons, 
stated, that it was done after consultation with, and 
with the concurrence of, * nearly every leading 
member”’ of the Senate: Well, now, sir, | do not 


know how many leaders we have got. I do not 
know—— 
Mr. FOOTE. I did not intend to include 


the honorable Senator from New Hampshire. 
{Laughter} 

Mr. HALE. I know that. I did not suppose 
the honorable Senator did, because | had not been 


that it seems there are some leaders that have not 
been consulted. Now, I want to ask 
Mr. FOOTE. Who are they? 
Mr. HALE. I don’t know who they are. You 
said nearly all; evidently, therefore, implying, that 
some of the leaders had not been consuited. 
{Laughter.) But what I rise for now is, merely as 
to a question of fact, which has reference to the 
question immediately before the Senate; and I 
want to inquire if those leading members, that 
have been consulted and have concurred in this 
measure, have also been consulted and have con- 
curred in the appointment of this committee: be- 
cause a friend has put into my hand a little para- 





of a distant newspaper, which reads as follows: 
It is headed ‘ ‘he Committee on Senator Foote’s 
Compromise,” in large capitals—no, | should 
say in small capitals. [{Laughter.] 

The following are the names of the committee of thir- 
theen on Mr. foote’s proposition: Mr. Clay, chairman, 
Messrs. Webster, Phelps, Cooper, Cass, Dickinson, 
Dodge, jr., Mason, Soulé, Butler, Mangum, Bell, and 
Berrien.” 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire will give way for a moment, | will answer 
the question, and save debate. 

Mr. HALE. The question cannot be answered 
till it is all put; when I get through the question, 
iwillgive way. 1 was going to suggest that those 
leaders who had been consulted, had resolved 
themselves into a committee of the whole, for, 
with the exception of the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi— whom we have always looked to as 
a leader, and whom the country has always looked | 
to as a leader, with this exception—almost every. 
body here, that would be called a leading Senator, 
leading Whig, or leading Democrat 

Mr. FOOTE. My name is not there. 

Mr. HALE. No; lknowit. I say that, with 
the exception of the Senator from Mississippi, 
nearly all the leading Senators are on this com- 
mittee. And now, sir, my question is, whether 
* the leading Senators”’ have resolved themselves 
into a committee of the whole? because, if they 
have, there is no necessity for the rest of us doing 
anything. Letthem sit —— 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable 
allow me to say a word, to save debate? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir; certainly. 

Mr. FUOTE. 1 stated to him distinctly that 
there had been no general consultation of the kind. 
The names of the gentlemen, just read, certainly 
have been suggested in various quarters. ‘here 
has been no consultation; there has been no gen- 
eral agreement that these shall be the names. 
These names have been suggested certainly, and 
would be acceptable to me; but there are other 
names which may be suggested. ‘There has been 
no such compact atall. ‘lhe honorable gentleman 
knows himself that there has been no committee 
raised; they are to be voted upon yet by ballot. 
1 ask him, then, if he deems it delicate, liberal, 
and courtecus, to introduce a paragraph of this sort 
to embarrass and harass his brother Senators with 
suggestions so unseemly? 

r. HALE. I was not aware that I was ha- 
rassing anybody, for saw a smile on the coun- | 
tenaice of all the leading gentlemen. 1 supposed | 
they were gratified rather than harassed. Cer- | 
tainly it was not my intention to harass them. 

Mr. FOOTE. it somewhat harassed myself. 








| 


Senator | 





| 
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Mr. HALE. That must have been becau 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi was not 
among the leading thirteen. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I am weary of this 
nonsense, 

Mr. HALE. I was going on to say, that the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi tells me that 
this committee has not been regularly acted upon 
by the Senate. I know something else, too; I 
know how all the committees were fixed; not in 
this Senate chamber—in this room—but in some of 
the other rooms of the Senate; and they were 
simply anncunced here, and brought into this 
body, I suppose, by some of the leading Senators. 
There can be no doubt as to this; and one of these 
leading Senators, whose name is in this list of 
thirteen, stood up as drill-sergeant, and announced 
to this body what the leaders had determined upon 
at their little informal meeting. Sir, the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi cannot tell me that these 
litle informal meetings do the business of the 
country, and that we only come in here to put it 
in form, and place it on the journal. Sir, 1 am 
answered; and | think the country is answered. 
The honorable Senator says there has been no 
regular formal meeting. 

Mr. FOOTE. There has been no formal meet- 
ing—nothing lke an extended conterence—so far 
as I know. These names have been suggested 
among others; but there is no agreement that these 
should be the names. 

Mr. HALE. Thatis the fault I find with it—that 
it has been limited to the leaders, and not extended 
enough. 

Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator will bear 
with me while I state, that there were no leaders 
consulted about the names of the committee. I 
certainly did consult with gentlemen of high stand- 
ing, as to the propriety of proposing such a 
committee ; but as to the names, the honorable 
Senator must have surely seen that | did not inti- 
mate that leading gentlemen had been consulted. 
The honorable Senator is running away with an 
idea which is totally unfounded, and is attempting 
to amuse himself, the Senate, and the country, in 
a manner which is extremely unprofitable to us all. 

Mr. HALE. I have got all the information [ 
wanted, except that I should like to know who 
** the leaders’’ are. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
taking up these resolutions. 

Mr. HALE and Mr. CHASE called for the 
yeas and nays, and they were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted as follows ; 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Brad- 
bury, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 
Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones, 
King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, 
and Sturgeon—24. 

NAYsS—Messers. Baldwin, Benton, Butler, Calhoun, 
Chase, Clark, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Feich, Greene, Hale, Hambin, Pheips 
Seward, Shields, Suuth, Underwood, Upham, Waiker, and 
Yulee—22. 

So the resolutions were taken up for considera- 
tion and read. [The resolutions are the same as 
published on page 439 of this work.) 

Mr. FOOTE. I now move that these resolu- 
tions be referred to a select committee of thirteen, 
to consist of six members from the South and six 
from the North, and one to be by them chosen; 
and that said committee be instructed to exert 
themselves to mature some scheme of compro- 
misesfor the adjustment of all pending questions 
growing out of the institution of slavery, and to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It appears to the 
Chair, that this motion, in part, is not in order, in- 
asmuch as the rules prescribe how a committee 
shall be elected. Tins resolution seems to con- 
templa‘e that a portion of this committee shail be 
elected by the Senate, and a portion by the com- 
mittee itself. The Chair will read the rule, and 
submit himself to the guidance of the Senate: 

“In the appointment of the standing committees, the Sen- 
ate will proceed, by ballot, severally to appoint the chair- 
man of each committee, and then by One ballot the other 
members necessary to complete the same; and a majority 
of the whole number of votes given shall be necessary to 
the choice of the chairman of a standing committee. All 


other committees shall be appointed by ballot, and a pla- 
rality of votes shall make a choice.” 


Mr. FOOTE. I will save further trouble on 
that matter, as we all understand the character of 


the committee. I will, therefore, withdraw that 
motion, and will now simply move that this sub- 
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ject be referred to a committee of thirteen, to be 
appointed oe ballot. 

The VICE PRESIDENT then stated the ques- 
tion, as modified by Mr. Foore. 

Mr. BERRIEN, I rise to say that J suppose 
the objection suggested by the Chair does not pre- 
sent the question of order to the consideration of 
the Senate, but the question as to the adoption of 
the resolution upon its merits. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair begs 
leave to state, that the motion appears to be in 
conflict with the rules. 

Mr. BERRIEN. If the resolution be taken up 
for consideration, it is subject to modification either 
by the mover or by the action of the Senate, in 
such way as to make it conform to the rule; and 
that reflection, I think, wil! satisfy the Chair, that 
the objection is not one of order under the rules, 
but one which may be decided by the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. | hope the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi will persevere in his modifica- 
tion, which he has last suggested; for, really, | 
should, for ene, be extremely unwilling, in the 
constitution of a committee, or in any other act of 
this body, to give them a sectional aspect of any 
sort. I think, therefore, that the proposition as 
made by the Senator from Mississippi, in the first 
instance, but which he now proposes to modify, 
was excepuionable, whether liable to the objection 
named by the Chair, or not; and | am rather in- 
clined to differ with my friend near me, [Mr. 
Beraien,} and to think that it is liable to the ob- 
jection. While I am up, | beg leave to say a 
word or two; ard, first, in regard to the consutu- 
tion of the committee, if this proposition should 
be adopted as the Senator from Mississippi pro- 
poses. Sir, I had nothing to do with it. I was 
not consulted in relation to any member whatever 
to be placed on that committee. The Senator from 
Mississippi, in that kind and friendly manner in 
which intercourse with him has been generally 
carried on, mentioned tne purpose which he had 
in view in proposing the appointment of a com- 
mittee of thirteen, in imitation of what was done 
in a most memorable epoch of the country, and 
asked me if | would concur in such a measure. I 
stated to the Senator, what 1 wish now to state to 
the Senate, that | considered an amicable adjust- 
ment of all the questions which unfortunately di- 
vide and agitate this country, as of such great and 
paramount importance, that | will vote for any 
proposition, coming from any quarter, which looks 
to, or proposes sach an adjustment. That is the ob- 
ject which I understand the honorable gentleman 
from Mississippi proposes to accomplish. Iam, I 
must add, at the same time, however, far less san- 
guine than he is, that such a committe will be able to 
present to the Senatea scheme of adjustment and 
arrangement of this unhap 7, ee which will 
command the majority ; ull would make the ex- 
periment, and | would make experiments day after 
day, and night after night, if necessary, to accom- 
= the great and patriotic object to which I refer. 

ith regard to the formation of the committee, | 
dare say the honorable Senator from Mississippi 
may have consulted with other gentlemen, but I 
certainly was_not consulted. With reference to 
the appearance of this subject in the newspapers, 
I think, that upon these grave and important mat- 
ters, we ought not to allow ourselves to be too 
easily and lightly affected by trivial circumstances. 
I beg leave to state, that upon the other memorable 
occasion to which ft have referred, | made,aut the 
committee of thirteen, and put it into the hands of 
the then Speaker, and he appointed every member 
I proposed. In reference to the second committee, 
the joint committee on the part of the House and 
an appropriate number on the part of the Senate— 
on all sides of the House, members came flocking 
around me, begging that | would makea committee 
to be balloted for by the House. I accordingly 
turned my attention to the subject, and determined 
on the twenty-three names, and caused them to be 
distributed by the officers throughout the House, 
and eighteen were elected at the first ballot, and 
the other five, who had the highest number, each 
having « plurality, were on my motion elected, 
further balloting being dispensed with. 1 think 
these little matters in the newspapers—how they 
get there, | do not know—our conversations in so- 
cial intercourse, about the constitution of a commit- 
tee, our arrangements about the disposition of the 
public business, and especially arrangements about 
the cieposition of that great and momentous sub- 
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ject which now engages our attention, ought not |! 


to be wa at, criticised, and examined, for the 

urpose of injuring the great work which we all 
nat at heart, and about which we ought all to co- 
operate. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not wish to be misunder- 
stood, so far as regards my course on this subject. 
I never have said that | was opposed to such a com- 
mittee, permanently, nor do | rise to say it now, 
or to make any strictures on the mode of organ- 
izing the committee, as suggested by the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi. Committees of all 
kinds are usually made up in the way which he 


time, and I persevere in that objection; for I take 
it that if the committee is now organized as con- 
templated, there must be referred to it the resolu- 
tions of the Senator from Tennessee, and that of 
the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator bear 
with me while I state, that the resvlution is so 
worded that the resolutions of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Tenneasee are alone to be referred to that 
committee. I stated distinctly that the object was 
to allow the debate to go on upon the other ques- 
tions; and permit me further to say, that if we can 
get a plan for a general adjustment—as | have no 
doubt we can—the debate now in progress on the 
various resolutions, can have further progress on 
the practical plan to be proposed, and can be much 
more profitably carried on than now. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then I am to understand the 


honorable Senator as only intending to refer the | 
| resolutions of the Senator from Tennessee. 


must see very readily that the other gentlemen 
will move to refer their resolutions to the same 
committee immediately. [ will answer for it, that 
they will severally make such a motion as soon as 
the committee is raised. The Senator from Mis- 
souri will doubtless move to refer his proposition, 
and there can be as little doubt that the Senator 
from New Hampshire will move to refer his Wil- 
mot proviso. The committee will go there with 
instructions, and thus trammelled—— 

Mr. FOOTE. While I move to refer the res- 
olutions of the honorable Senator from Tennes- 
see, | expressly propose that this committee shall 
investigate the whole subject, and endeavor to pro- 
pose some plan for the adjustment of the whole 
matter. They will consider the subject in all the 
bearings and aspects which it presents. I cannot 
see any necessity to oppose it. Certainly, if a 
motion were made here to refer the Wilmot pro- 
viso to a committee of compromise, it would be so 
absurd a proposition, that every man of sense 
would vote it down at once. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 shall sit down with a single 
remark. Though I am not ultimately eproens to 
the committee, | would prefer that it should be 
made up after the discussion. That has been my 
view. I would not interfere with any suggestion 
of this kind from any opposition to what may be 
supposed a satisfactory, and, | hope, an honorable 
adjustment of this matter; but 1 must be permit- 
ted to say, that when | hear the word compro- 
mise used so often, and see allthe motions of com- 
promise coming from one source—the South—not 
one proposed from the other portions of this Con- 
federacy, except so far as the very honorable feel- 
ing which has been indicated by the distinguished 
Senator from Massachusetts—I have some little 
fear on the subject, and am afraid that any prop- 
osition, brought in by such a committee, would be 
liable to many objections, and might go forth to 
the public rather as a source of irritation than of 
pacification. 

Mr. CASS. I desire to say a few words upon 
this subject; but as the hour for proceeding to the 
order of the day has arrived, and as | am unwill- 
ing to trespass upon the time of the honorable 
Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Turney,] | move 
that the further consideration of this subject be 
postponed till half-past twelve o’clock to-morrow: 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone, and it was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order, being the series of resolutions sub- 
mitted by Mr. Cray on the 25th of January. 

Mr. TURNEY, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for two hours. [Of his 
speech, a report will be found in the Appendix.] 


But, Mr. President, | have an ob- | 
jection to this committee being organized at this | 


He | 
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SEIS Summetaecmm tate 
Mr. BADGER next obtained the é 


floor, and 


|| moved that the further consideration of the subject 


| be postponed to Thursday next. 
I] he motion was ag to. 


INDEX OF LAWS AND TREATIRS. 


{| 
| 
|| The VICE PRESI DENT laid before the Senat 
the following communication from the Secreta ; 
of the Senate: r 
Orrick or THE SECRETARY OF THE Senate 
Mowvay, March 11, ts%q 
| The Secretary of the Senate has the honor to report, th 
|| the synoptical index to the laws and treaties of the U, 
States, which, by a resolution of the Lith January 1849, he 
was tirected to have prepared, has been completed audi 
|| now submitted. In executing this work, the fortner jn te 
|| has been verified and corrected; the new matter ines. 
| rated with the old, and references made throughout ine 
i 
| 


| 


| whole, to the edition of the laws published by Biore 
Duane, with its continuation to 3d March, 1845; to meek 
tion of the statutes at large, published by Littl: & pp, = 
to the same period, and to the pamphlet laws subsequem’ 
published under the authority of the Department of Stat - 
| the end of the last session of Congress. “0 
| All of which is respectfully submitted, 
| ASBURY DICKINS, 


Secretary of the Senate, 


Hon. Mittarp Fitimore, 
Vice President U. S. and President Senate. 


‘|| Mr. BENTON. I believe that is a work which 
_has been done under an order of the Senate 
| passed at the last session, on my motion. It wa, 
| done by Mr. Harris Heap, a gentleman of great 
intelligence and great assiduity. I believe the 
former work, which lacks a great deal of being as 
large as this, as there was only an index of a cin. 
Re edition, took about three years to prepare, 
| This is a double edition, and is much larger, and 
is double indexed, and synoptical, and is complete 
| throughout, and was made in the short space of 
/one year. The printing of it is now the only 
question, Mr. President, and I am unwilling to 
have it printed as a mere document. [| move tha: 
it lie on the table for the present, that we may 
consider upon some way of having it printed uni- 
form with the principal edition of the laws of the 
| United States of Little & Brown, to which it has 
}areference. In getting it printed, the object will 
| be, to have it done in such a way that the people 
| can getit without being supplied by the Senate. 
| After the Senate have undertaken to furnish them- 
selves and the other House, let the booksellers 
who have made the editions to the laws, supply the 
| rest. For the present, 1 move that it lie on the 
| table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
On motion, the Senate then proceeded to the 
| consideration of Executive ‘business; and, after 
| Some time spent therein, the doors were reopened, 
| And the Senate adjourned. 








Wepnespay, March 13, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. THOMAS called for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER announced it to be the call of 
the committees for reports. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BOYD requested the gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee [Mr. ‘T'omas] to waive his motion fora 
| few moments, to enable him (Mr. B.) to ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for leave to in- 
troduce at this time, with a view to have laid upon 
| the table and printed, the memorial of the dele- 
| gates of California and the constitution of the 
people of California, together with the credentials 
of Messrs. Wright and Gilbert, who had been 
elected to represent that State in this House. His 
object, he said, was simply to intrduce these 
| papers, as he had stated. He hoped no objection 
would be made, and that the memorial be allowed 
to take the course which he had suggested. 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. WENTWORTH was understood to in- 
quire, whether the constitution had not already 
gone to the Committee of the Whole on the stale 
of the Union ? 

Mr. BOYD. I propose to introduce the cre- 
dentials of Messrs. Wreht and Gilbert, who have 
been elected Representatives from California," 
this floor, together with the constitution of Cal- 
fornia, and a memorial signed by all the delegates 
from Culifornia, asking that the State may be ad- 
mitted into the Union. 

Mr. ASHMUN presumed, he said, that there 
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could be no possible objection to the introduction 














of these papers, and their reference to the Com- 
gitiee on the Territories. 
California was already before the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, having been 
ansmitted with the special message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. . 
Mr. BOYD hoped the papers might be intro- | 
ced, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WENTWOTH moved a reference to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
away BURT suggested that these proceedings 
were irregular and out of order. If it was the in- 
ention of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
forD] simply to make the motion which he had | 
igdicated, and if it was not the purpose of any | 
other member to make any other motion, he (Mr. 
g.) would make no objection; but if it was 
cought to make any reference whatsoever of the 
papers which the gentleman desired to introduce, 
be (Mr. B.) should certainly object. It would be | 
ume enough when California was admitted. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will then put the | 
question to the House, in order that it may be un- 
derstood, whether the House will give its unani- 
mous consent that the papers shall be received, | 
iid upon the table, and printed. If unanimous | 


The constitution of | 


du 





consent is given, the disposition suggested by the || 


ventieman from Kentucky (Mr. Boyp] will be. 
made. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. 


the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Objection then is made. 

Mr. BOYD inquired whether the objection was 
now inorder? ‘The Representatives from Califor- | 
nia (he said) were present, and asked pressingly, 
under a sense of duty to those whom they repre- 
sented, that she might be admitted as a State into | 
the Union. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said he would not ob- | 
ect. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands, then, | 
that there is no objection. 

Mr. PRESTON KING was understood to sug- 
gest, that the first question to be decided, was upon 
the introduction of the papers. It would then be 
for the House to dispose of them in such manner as 
itmght think proper. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, for the 
information of the House, that as these papers were 
introduced by unanimous consent, the direction to 
be given tothem must be fixed before their intro- 





duction; and the consent is given by the House, 
with the understanding, that a certain disposition 
of them should be made; otherwise gentlemen 
might riseand object to the reception. ‘The Chair 
makes this statement, because the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Burt] had stated, that unless 
this paper should be simply received, and dis- 
posed of, in the manner suggested be the gen- 


tleman from Kentucky, he |Mr. Burt] should |! 


object to their introduction. 


Mr. PRESTON KING hoped the papers would |. 


be received by the House. 
Mr. ALSTON said, he understood that the con- 
stitution of California was already before the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
Such being the case, it would be time enough to 


listen to the memorial of the delegates, after the 
admission of California into the Union was de- 
cided upon. He saw no necessity for the reception 
of the papers, and he should therefore object. 

So objection having been made, the papers were 
not received. 

The SPEAKER again announced the regular 
order of busimess. 

Mr. BUEL asked leave to withdraw certain | 
papers from the files of the House. 
Objection was made. 


REPORTS. 


The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
committees for reports, commencing with the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Roads 


and Canals, reported a bill to set apart, and to sell | 
'o Asa Whitney, of the State of New York, a | 
portion of the public lands, to enable lim to con- 
struct a railroad from Lake Michigan, or the Mis- 
‘8sippi river, to the Pacific ocean; which was 
read twice by its title and referred to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, iI nying, ordered to be printed, viz: 


|| anextra number of the bill and report; which was | 


|| and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be | 


|, resolution. 
I shall object unless | 
the papers gato the Committee of the Whole on || 


||} ‘The motion was put in the form of the usual 
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and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 


printed. 
Me. R. submitted a motion, that the Committee | 
| on Printing inquire into the propriety of printing | 





agreed to. 
Mr. PUTNAM, from the Commitiee on Roads 


| and Canals, reported a bill for the construction of | 
| certain roads in the Territory of Minnesota; which | 


was read twice by its title, referred to the Com- || 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


printed. 





DEBATE ON CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PRESTON KING rose and moved, that all | 
debate on the special message of the President of 


| the United States, relating to California, and on 


| the bill heretofore introduced by the gentleman 


from Wisconsin, (Mr. Dory,} providing for her | 


| admission into the Union as a State, should ter- 
minate on Wednesday next, at two o’clock. 

Mr. K. said it was not his intention to press 
the resolution at this time. He had made the 
motion merely for the purpose of giving notice 


| order that a time might be specified at which the 

| debate should terminate. He moved to lay the | 

| resolution on the table. 

| Mr. KAUFMAN said he had not yet seen the 
le asked that it might be read. 

Mr. KING said he moved the usual resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resoluuon will be re- 

| ported in writing. 


resolution. 


| in order to move to introduce such a resolution, 
| The SPEAKER. 
and, as such, can be introduced at any time. 

| ‘The resolution was read. 
| Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said he desired | 
| to move 
Mr. KING said he desired to move to lay the 
| resolution on the table. 
| stated, was, thata decision should be made at some | 
early day. | 
| ‘Vhe SPEAKER stated the motion to be, to lay | 
| the resolution on the table. 
Mr. McLANE inquired, whether that was not | 

a final disposition of the resolution ? 


} 





tion was one of privilege, and could be taken up | 
at any time. 
Mr. KING said he believed discussion was not | 
| in order. 
Mr. BURT, (to the Speaker.) Does the mover | 
of the resolution move that it be laid on the table ? | 
.The SPEAKER assented. 
Mr. BURT said he was very strongly disposed | 
to raise a question of reception. It was very ex- | 
traordinary that both motions had been made by | 
the gentleman fom New York, [Mr. Kina.]} 
The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order. The | 
resolution 1s in order, and so is the motion to lay | 
| the resolution on the table. : 
The question was then taken on the motion of | 
| Mr. Kine, and decided in the affirmative. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 
The call for reports conunued ; when 
| Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on Invalid 
| Pensions, reported the following bills; which were | 
severally read twice by their tities, and referred to | 
the Committee of the Whole House, and, with | 





viz: 


and 
A bill for the relief of Joseph Johnson. 


| were severally read twice by their titles, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 


A bill for the relief of John M. Roseberry; 
A bill for the relief of George Keller, of Mis- 
souri; and 





ported the following bills; which were severally 





tee of the Whole, and, with the reports accompa- 


that he should cali it up at some early day, in | 


His object, as he had || 


|| referred to the Committee on 


The SPEAKER said it was; but the resolu- || 


Mr. AVERETT, from the Committee on In- | 
| valid Pensions, reported the following bills; which | 


reports accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: || 
| A bill for the relief of Thomas R. Saunders, of | 


Virginia, 
Nr. WALDEN, from the same committee, re- || 


| read twice by their utles, referred to the Commit- | 





511i 


Ae aetnenesnnannnrnr arenes, 


A bill for the relief of Henry Click, of Cocke 
| county, Tennessee; and 
| A bill for the relief of Thomas Coats. 


| Mr. MATTESON, from the same committee, 

| reported the following bills; which were severally 
read twice oe utles, referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and, with the reports 

| accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

| A bill for the relief of Parmelia Slavin, the 








| widow of John Blue, deceased; and 
A bill for the relief of Warren Raymond, 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the same 


1 committee, reported the following bills; which 
|| were severally read twice 


by their titles, referred 
| to the Committee of the Whole, and, with the 
| bills accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: 
A bill for the relief of William Sparks; and 
| A bill for the relief of George S. Claflin. 


Mr WALDEN, from the Committee on Pa- 


|| tents, reported a bill to extend the patent hereto- 


| fore granted to William Woodworth; which was 
| read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole House, and, with the report 
| accompanying, ordered to be printed. 
Mr. OTIS, from the same committee, submitted 
| the views of the minority of that committee on the 
| memorial of the administrator of William Wood- 


|| worth; which was referred to the same Committee 
|| of the Whole House, to which the bill above was 


| referred, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. HAYMONDasked the unanimous consent 
| of the House to present remonstrance from the 


|| citizens of Wheeling, Virginia, against the exten- 


| sion of the patent for Woodworth’s planing ma- 


a || chine. 
Mr. TAYLOR rose to inquire, whether it was || 


Objection was made, and the remonstrance was 


; ! || not introduced. 
itis a privileged resoluuon, || 


Mr. WALDEN, from the Committee on Pa- 
| tents, reported a bill tor the relief of George 8. 
Bishop, and the legal representatives of John Ar- 
nold, deceased; which was read twice by its ttle, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report, ordered to be printed 

On motion of Mr. HAMILTON, the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Ursala 
| E. Cobb, for a continuance of pension, and it waa 
aval Affairs. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported the following bill, which was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report accompanying, or- 


| 


|| dered to be printed, viz: 


| A bill for the relief of Polly Carver, the execu- 


| trix of Nathan Carver, deceased. 
| Mr. ‘THOMAS, from the same Committee, 
| made adverse reports in the following cases; which 





‘| were severally ordered to lie on the table and be 


| printed, viz: 

| The petition of Hubert Lacroix, praying in- 

| demnity for loss of property in Monroe, Michi- 

| gan, while said place was in the possession of the 
American army in the late war with Great Britain; 

| ‘The memorial of John P. Converse, for aliow- 


ance of expenses while acting as special agent of 
| the Post Office Department, in settling certain toll- 


|| bridge claims; 


The petition of John Jardine, the administrator 


‘| and heir-at-law of William Jardine, late a seaman 


| in the United States navy, for wages due by the 
United States to the deceased, who was his son; 

The memorial of Nimrod Farrow and Richard 

| Harris, praying the payment of a balance, and for 


the reports accompanying, ordered to be printed, |, losses on a contract for the construction of a fort 


| on Dauphin island; 
A bill for the relief of Anthony Walton Bayard; |, 


The petition of Henry T. Pairo, the adminis- 
|| trator of John Laub, deceased, late chief clerk 
| of the First Comptrolier’s office, for compensauon 
far extra services while in said office; and 

| The petition of lra Carpenter, tor losses of prop- 
| erty, taken by the troops of the United States, in 
| 1812 and 1813. 

| Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, re- 
(| ported a bill for the relief of Watson, Chabot & 
|| Co.; which was read twice by its ttle, with a 
| view to its reference. 

Mr. ‘THOMAS moved that the bill be now put 
| Upon ils passage. : 

‘| Me, T. said a few words in explanation of the 
| bill, and sent to the Clerk’s table a leuer from 
the Stwaie Department on the subject; which was 
read 


| 4 
| Mr. BURT moved that the bill be committed to 











oe 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. ‘This practice of asking, (said Mr, B.,) that 


bills be put upon their passage immediately upon | 


their being reported from the committee, was caicu- 


lated to interfere with all other claims equally just, || 
and many of which had a prior right to considera- 


tion. He did not intend to say that this was nota 
just claim ; but it was not more just than five hun- 
died others coming before the House. He objected 


to this course of proceeding—to this monopoly of 


the morning hour, and hindrance of all other | 
claims, equally just; and he should insist on his 
motion. 

The question having been taken on that motion, 
and decided in the affirmative, 


The bill was referred to the Committee of the || 


Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, from the Com- | 


mittee on Claims, reported a bill for the relief of | 
John Poe, of Louisville, Kentucky, which was || 


read twice, referred to 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McL., from the same committee, reported 
the following resolution, viz : 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay out of the 
contingent fund, to John W. Nye, the sum of five hundred 


| 
| 
| 
| 


and twenty-five dollars, on his executing a release under | new collection district in the territory of Minnesota, | 


his hand and seal, to the United States, in such form as shall | 
be approved by the said Clerk, of all claims against the | 
United States, or the postmaster of the House, in respect | 
to the several matters set forth in his petition and papers | 
refezred to the Committee on the Judiciary of the House, | 
(ind subsequently to the Committee on Claims) or referred | 
ww in the papers, or by the witnesses, whose testimony was 
betore the committee; which release shall by the Clerk be | 
preserved among the files of his office. 


Mr. JONES said this matter had been dis- | 
posed of once already this session; and he would | 


move to dispose of this the same way, by moving ||.” 
P Toy © || Office and Post Roads, made adverse reports on 


|| the following cases; which were ordered to lie on 


to lay it on the table. 

Mr. McLEAN said he only desired that the 
resolution should be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole, and be printed. He hoped it would 
not be laid on the table. 

Mr. JONES called for the yeas and nays, on 
the motion to lay on the table; but they were not | 
ord. red. 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, and decided in the negative. 

The resolution was then referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed, by a vote of 77 ayes to 52 noes. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief Captain William Duer- 
son; which was read twice by its title, referred to 
the Committeerof the Whole House, and, with the 
report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DUNHAM, from the Committee on 





severally read twice by their titles, referred to the | 
Commitee of the Whole House, and, with the re- 
ports accompanying, ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of George B. 
Reed, deceased; and 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of Bernard Todd, | 


deceased. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- | 


mitiee on Commerce, reported the following bills; |) 


which were severally read twice by their titles, | 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the reports accompanying, ordered to be | 
prinied, viz: 

A bill for the relief Edward Dexter; and 

A bill for the relief of Adolphus Meier & Co. 

Mr. McLANE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the erection of a custom-house, 
in the city of Cincinnati; which was twice read by 
its title, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and, with the report ac- 
companying, ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, the Committee 
on Commerce was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Andrew J. Chif- 
ton, asking compensation as salvage for public 
property wrecked at ‘Tampico; and it was reterred 
to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the memorial of James 
B. Moore and others, asking the aid of the Gov- 
ernment, to establish a line of steamers from Cal- | 
ifornia to the East Indies; and it was referred to | 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. McLANE, the Committee 
on Commerce was discharged from the further 








== 


the Committee of the || 
whole House, and, with the report accompanying, || 
|| be admitted into Canada free of duty; and the 
'| said bill was recommitted to the Committee on 


ee ee = 





| consideration of the following subjects; and they 
| were ordered to lie on the table, viz: 
The memorial of certain citizens of New York, 


praying for the passage of a law, regulating the || of the office of chaplain in the a 


compensation of the navy-agent at New York. 
The memorial asking for the establishment of a 
custom-house, at Gloucester; 
The memorial asking for the establishment of a 


| port of entry, at Aransas, Texas; and 


The communication of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in regard to the survey of the coast of 


|| California, and covering information from honor- 





| 


‘| able Mr. Gwinn, Senator elect from California; | 


|| which was ordered to lie on the table and be 


| printed. 
On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, 


| 


tion of the bill to admit, free of duty, into the 
| of Canada, on condition that the like articles, the 
growth or production of the United States, shall 


| Commerce. 
| Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce, reported a bill to establish a 


and for other purposes; which was read twice by 
| its tite, with a view to its commitment. 
| Mr. McL. said he had been instructed by the 


| 


| Committee on Commerce to ask that this bill be | 


immediately put upon its passage. 

‘The bill was then read through; when 

On motion by Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, it 
| was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
| the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on the Post- 


the table; viz: 

The memorial of J. M. Gardner, for compensa- 
| tion for services as clerk in the city post-office of 
| Washington; and 


| Jackson, Mississippi, asking compensation for 

house rent, &c. 
| Mr. P. also, from the same committee, reported 
| a bill for the relief of John Deamil; which was read 
| twice by its title, referred to the Committee of the 
| Whole, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
| dered to be printed. 

Mr. P. also, fiom the same committee, reported 
a resolution, which was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the’ House be directed to 


| purchase of Nelson Griswold, for the use of the Committee 
on the Post-( fice and Post Roads, the following maps, viz: 


| the map of the World, one of the United Statgs of Amer- 
Claims, reported the following bills; which were || 


ica, one copy of Mitchell’s Universal Atlas or Book of the 
World, and index tw the Atlas, not to cost nore than thirty- 
| nine dollars, 


Griswold, so as to leave the discretion with the 


|| Clerk as to the individual from whom the purchases 


shall be made. 
| Mr. POTTER said he had no objection; for 
| the only reason why the name of the individual 
had been inserted in the resolution was, to direct 
the Clerk to what the committee really wanted, 
the committee having inspected the articles pre- 
sented for sale by the individual named. 

The proposed amendment was disagreed to, and 
the resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on the 


| port on the petition of Willam Baker, asking for 
| compensation for mail service; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to which had been 
referred the memorial of Harriet Pierce, reported 

a bill for the relief of the legal representatuves of 
Benjamin Fry, deceased; which was twice read b 
its ttle, referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
and, with the report accompanying, ordered to be 
| printed. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary was discharged from the 





_ consideration of the memorial of John Harper, re- || 


monstrating against the occupation of a land claim 
| by the agents of the United States; and it was 
| ordered to hie on the table. 


| Mr. THOMPSON, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, made adverse reports on the following 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


| Uni li fi the furth idera- || 
nion was discharged from the further considera | ask, that the bill should now be put upon its pas. 


United States, the goods the production or growth | 


The petition of H. Hobb, late postmaster at | 


Mr. HAYMOND moved to strike out Nelson | 


| 








| 


| 
| 
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cases; which were ordered to lie on 

be printed, viz: the table, and 
Numerous memorials, asking for the abolition 

of ~ United States; and ney 

he petition of Nathaniel White, in 

the payment of an award due him, for inloser,. 

which led to the conviction of certain coun, : 

feiters. rT 


TEXAS. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from th 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill of the 
following title: ‘* A bill to establish an additiong) 
district court of the United States, in the cation 
portion of Texas.” , 

The bill having been read twice by its title 

Mr. THOMPSON said he was instructed tp 


sage. 
The bill was then read through. 
Mr. THOMPSON said there was a great and 


| paramount necessity for the passage of the bill, 


There was only one court, and one judge, in the 


| extensive territory of Texas; and there was no 


territory in which there were so many controyer. 
sies in regard to land titles. He could see no o}. 
jection whatever to its immediate passage, as there 
was no new principle involved. The bill, in fac, 
for the sake of convenience to the people of Texas, 


| merely made two districts, where one now existed, 


Mr. McCLERNAND briefly objected to put. 
ting the bill on its passage at this-time, and moved 
its reference to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. He stated two objections 


| to hasty and inconsiderate action upon it.” In the 
| first place, the bill involved an appropriation, by 
| reason of the additional offices to be created under 


it; and, secondly, he did not know, and could not, 


|| without examination, decide, what the effect of the 


bill, ifany, might be, on the disputed question of 


| boundary. 


| Post-Office and Post Roads, made an adverse re- || 


Mr. SACKETT expressed himself opposed to 


| the bill entirely, but especially opposed to it 


_ the Whole for examination. 
_ for a division of the jurisdiction of the country; il 


i 





| of the Union. 
| ary, 
|| McCiernanp] ha 


| that the House had not the information before it 


being put upon its passage without due considera. 
tion by the Committee of the Whole on the state 
Besides, the objection as to bound- 
which the gentleman from _ Illinois {Mr, 

i suggested, he (Mr. S.) argued, 


which would justify this hasty action. 

Mr. 8’ ‘EVENS expressed a hope that the bill 
would be at once put on itspassage. There could 
be no reason for referring it to the Committee of 
It merely provides 


does not, in any way, affect the question of bound- 
ary. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCzen- 
NAND] had said, that the bill involves an appro- 
priauon of money, and therefore must go into 
Committee of the Whole, under the rules of the 
House. [Mr. Srevens here read the rule.} This 
bill does not come within the class of bills which 
the rule requires to be committed. The wantsof 
Texas call for the passage of this bill. There is 
now buta single judicial district in all the vast ter- 
ritory embraced within the jurisdiction of Texas. 
Mr. HOWARD said, he presumed the genile- 


/man over the way [Mr. Sackerr} would not 
| have assumed that the judicial business in Texas 


did not require an additional district court, if he 
had been acquainted with the facts as they exist, 
There is no doubt, that the present litigation in the 
United States court, in Texas, is too great for 
one court or one judge to transact. That court's 
in session eight or nine months in the year, and 1 
notwithstanding, unable to get through with the 
business. ‘There is a large accumulation of busi- 


| ness on the docket, and it is still increasing. To 
| say nothing of the ordinary business of the court, 


there is a great number of auits on the docket, it- 
volving the title to real estate, and that species 


Y | business is still increasing, and such is the condi- 


tion of land titles in Texas, that that species 
litigation must continue to increase for years ” 
come. To refuse an another court, is a prac 
denial of justice to the people of Texas, scattered, 
they are, over an immense territory. The preset 
bill proposes, not only to create an ad itional 
court, but provides, that the court in the wester 
district shall be held at different places, for 


| accommodation of parties, jurors, witnesses, 


others. It declares that the court shall be held at 
Galveston, Austin, Victoria, and Brownsv 
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